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Separated unto Thee 


By Grace Smith Packard 
Numbers 6: 1-5 


S NAZARITE refrained from wine 
«« Which maketh glad the heart,” 
My springs of joy are all in Thee, 
From joys of earth apart. 


As uncut locks bespoke his shame, 
(His glory when for Thee!) 

Reproach and shame for Thy dear name 
My glory, too, shall be, 


The Cost of Advancing 

It is a costly thing to move forward. Growth 
makes severe demands upon those who are growing. 
How many of us have failed to remember this as we 
have read, with easy indifference, the last verse of 
the-second chapter of Luke’s Gospel? The amazing 
incident of the twelve-year-old boy confounding the 
learned Hébrew doctors in the Temple by his ques- 
tions and answers, and then ignorantly rebuked by his 
parents for being about his Father’s business, con- 
cludes with the statement that he (the eternal Christ 
and God incarnate) returned to Nazareth and “was 
subject unto” Joseph and Mary. Then comes the 
apparently simple statement, “And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with and man. 
It is such a quiet little verse, and so easy to read, and 
apparently so free from any difficulty, that we-are in 
danger of losing its stupendous meaning. The Revised 
Version reads, “And Jesus advanced in wisdom and 
stature.” Ment, in the Bible Readers’ “Life of 
Christ,” calls attention to the fact that the Greek word 
for. “i 





increased” or “advanced” is “a pioneer” term 
which signifies to cut one’sway forward continuously 
as through an opposing forést crowded with under- 
growth.” -Is there anything easy in that? Is pioneer- 
ing ever simple? If it is difficult for men, have we 
stopped to think what the difficulties must have been 
for Him who, “existing in the form of God, counted 
not the being on an equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
servant, being made in the likeness of men,” and who 
“humbled himself, becoming obedient”? Have we 
stopped to realize that, if Satan and all the powers 
of evil contest the righteous living of every disciple 


of Christ, what must ‘have ‘been the savage fury of: 
opposition with which they ‘flung themselves against 
this twelve-year-old boy in Nazareth as he grew up 
through his teens? There were snakes in that under- 
growth crowding the opposing forest through which 
he had to cut his way forward continuously. But he 
never faltered, and he. never failed. Are we willing 
to “advance” as he did? If we have been bewildered 
and surprised because of the difficulty of this way, let 
us be surprised no longer. “The servant is not greater 
than his lord. If they have persecuted nie, they will 
also persecute you” (John 15:20). But. pioneering 
is worth infinitely more than all it costs,—if our 
life is hid in our victorious and always triumphant 
Pioneer who went this way and blazed this trail be- 
fore us. c 


_— 
A Scientist Disputes Evolution 


Evolution continues to be ‘hard hit by scientists. 
Over and over again in the last few years this has 
happened, and now Dr. Austin H. Clark, the well- 
known biologist. of-the United States National Mu- 
seum, throws consternation into the camp. “So far 
as concerns the major groups of animals,” he says, 
“the creationists seem to have the better of the argu- 
ment. There is not the slightest evidence that any one 
of the major groups arose from any other. Each is 
a special animal —complex, related more or less 
closely to all the rest, and appearing, therefore, as 
a special and distinct creation.” The Word tells us: 
“And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, 
and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creep- 
eth upon the earth after his kind” (Gen. 1:25). The 
Associated Press Dispatch announcing Dr. Clark’s 
position continues: “Dr. Clark’s conception is that 
man appeared on earth substantially as he is today. 
In the ancient fragmentary bones which have been dug 
up by anthropologists, Dr. Clark sees no evidence of 
a ‘missing link’ between man and monkey. They are 
the*bones either of men or monkeys, he says. ... 
The whole picture, he says, was present from the 

inning.” Of course, those to whom evolution is 
the authoritative and final religion—as it is to most 
of the world, both scientists and laymen— will not 
accept this scientific pronouncement. Promptly the 
Professor of Geology at Harvard, Dr. K. F. Mather, 
accused Dr. Clark of an “unfortunate use of terms” 
and “exaggerated statements.” He says his position 
is “not in harmony with all the facts,” but adds that 


How Can I 


his theory “is, however, sufficiently extraordinary’ to 
demand careful consideration by all students of animal 
evolution.” Meantime such gigantic minds as that. of 
Einstein are steadily moving natural science in the 
direction of God, a phenomenon that does not surprise 
those who believe God’s Word and know that there 
can be no conflict between true science and the Creator 
who is the Truth. 


wm 


When Disappointment Follows Faith 


‘Has your faith just been sorely disappointed? 
Then you are in good company —so was the faith 
of ‘God’s greatest servants of old. Let us not make 
the mistake and commit the sin of reproaching God, 
as they sometimes did. God told Moses to go before 
Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt. 
And God' pledged his personal presence and power. to 
accomplish this. Moses did as God commanded; but 
instead of Pharaoh promptly releasing Israel he only 
increased their bondage and burden intolerably. Moses’ 
faith in God was disappointed, and he did not hesi- 
tate to say so. “And Moses returned unto the Lord, 
and said, Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated 
this people? why is it that thou hast sent’ me? For 
since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he 
hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou de- 
livered thy people at all” (Exod. 5:22, 23). And 
God, in his great love and tender patience, did not re- 
proach Moses. From our human standpoint he must 
have been greatly disappointed in Moses, but he did 
not say so. He quietly reassured his faithless and 
rebellious servant: “Now shalt thou see what I will 
do to Pharaoh.” And God reiterated his pledge. of 
deliverance. Doubtless God has recently directed us 
in a certain course of action, perhaps to the blessing 
and deliverance of some loved one. Gladly we have 
done as God directed, and we moved forward in faith 
and obedience. But things in the life of that loved 
one, instead of getting better, have gone from bad to 
worse. Then did we turn and reproach God with the 
words: “Wherefore hast thou so evil entreated me? 
Neither hast thou delivered at all.” God wanted 
Moses to keep his eyes and his faith fixed, not on the 
Israelites, and not on Pharaoh, but on God. He asks 
us to look away from all else, even from the loved 
one for whose deliverance we are praying, and keep 
our eyes fixed on “Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith.” Cannot our faith stand the test of temporary 
disappointment? Do we really believe God? 


Know God? 


By An Unknown Christian 


OW can I know God? 

We must desire to know him. 

Mrs. Jonathan Goferth, a much loved mission- 
ary in China, has told of her own longings after God. 
“I do not remember the time when I did not have in 
some degree a love for the Lord Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour. When not quite twelve years of age, I pub- 
licly confessed Christ as my Lord and Master. From 
that time there grew up in my heart a deep yearning 
to KNow Christ in a more real way, for He seemed so 
unreal, so far away and visionary. night, when 
still. quite young, I remember going out under the 
trees in my parents’ garden and, looking up into the 
starlit heaven, I longed with intense longing to feel 
Christ near me.- As I knelt down there on the gras: 
alone’ with God, Job’s cry became mine, ‘Oh that 
knew where I might find him? Could I have borne 





This is the fourth article in the series on “Knowing God” 
by the “Unknown Christian” of England whose books 
have brought blessing to many. The series will continue 
for several months, in frequent but mot necessarily con- 
secutive issues. The first, second, and third articles have 
already appeared in recent issues of the Times; the re- 
maining topics include: Christ the Way. Be Still and 
Know. Abiding in Christ. Through the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Communion. Then Shall I Know. 


it had I known, then, that almost forty years would 
pass before that yearning would be satisfied?” 

And remember that many, many believers: go all 
through life never getting that yearning “satisfied” ! 

Is it God’s will that this should be the case? Our 
Lord came in order that we might have life and have 
it more abundantly (John 10:10). Amd this “life,” 
eternal life, is to KNow the only true God and Jesus 
Christ (John 17:3). 

_If we who love the Lord Jesus find it hard to realize 
his presence and truly to KNow him, what hope is 
there for the world? The hopeful side of this is that 
deep down in the human heart there is a desire to 
know God — yes, in every heart. The enormous sport- 
ing crowds that assemble in Great Britain from time 
to time and indulge in community singing prefer the 
Christian hymns. _After the community singing’ of 
ninety thousand voices at Wembley, King*George said 
to the conductor, “I liked the hymn best.” 

“Yes, sir,”-came the answer, “and wherever I go 
the same remark is made.” 

Yet millions of believers and untold millions of those 
outside our churches confess: “God is great, and we 
KNOW HIM Nor” (Job 36: 26). £ 
_ We see, then, that the mere desire —even a yearn- 
ing desire—to KNow God is not enough. In fact, 
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some have not got so far as to ask, “How can I know 
God?” The question agiiating their minds is, “Can 
I know God?” “God is spirit.” Is it possible for 
mere man to know an infinite God? Are we, unholy 
men, able to know the holiest One? Can we, ignorant 
men, comprehend the all-wise and only-wise God? 
Did not God once say, “My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
Lord”? (Isa. 55:8.) 

Yes, but we may desire our thoughts to be his 
thoughts. We realize that we must be his friends if 
we are to know him. But friends have similarity of 
tastes, and habits, and interests. “Can two walk to- 
gether, except they be agreed?” Unless we are like 
God we cannot know him. Yet this need present no 
difficulty. “God created man in his own image.” When 
sin came, man in some degree lost his likeness to God. 
The purpose of Christ’s coming was to restore to man 
the likeness to God Which he had lost. - So there is a 
way back to God. 

God is holy. And he bids us to be holy, as he is 
holy. He promises, also, that the “pure in heart... 
shall see God.” “God is love.” And Scripture tells 


us that “the love of God hath been shed abroad in . 


our hearts” (Rom. 5:5). “He that loveth not knoweth 
not God’ —but here is the secret of love. “God is 
light.” But Scripture says of believers, “Ye are all 
the children of light” (1 Thess. 5:5), and bids us 
“walk as children of light” (Eph. 5:8). “God is 
spirit.” And our Lord says they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and truth. But Scripture 
says we may be filled with the Spirit; and that “God 
giveth not the Spirit by measure.” 

So God has made every provision whereby we may 
be made like him so that we may truly KNow him, 
and have eternal life. 

But how can we come to know him? And how do 
we get to know him better? 

Students of comparative religion must be struck with 
the fact that in so many lands and amgng so many 
people there has been a belief that God was wont to 
reveal himself ‘in human form—by some incarnation 
or other. Man takes it for granted that God desires 
to be known and that he seeks our friendship; and 
that he can be truly known only by adopting some 
sort of human nature. And this is exactly what the 
Bible tells us... “No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which’ is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him” (John 1: 18). 

Here, then, is the revelation of God. 

It is amazing condescension on his part” to choose 
_ this little speck we call our “earth” —a mere infini- 
tesimal grain of dust in the mighty, boundless universe 
—on which to reveal himself. It is wondrous grace 
on his part to take our human nature into the Godhead. 
His love for us is too wonderful to contemplate. We 
know he loves. us because he claims our love. Did 
not our Lord say, “He that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 
myself to him’? (John 14: 21.), 

If we love him we shall learn. to KNow him. Nor 
must it be a partial love. We must put our love to 
him above that which we give to our nearest and our 
dearest. But let us not wait till a burning love is 
kindled, let us give our Lord what we have. He 
knows, he understands, and he longs to bless. He 
sees our yearning desire to know him. He sees our 
longing for closer communion with him. ‘He will 
reveal himself. 

The first and obvious thing to remember is that, to 
know God, there must be faith. It is not ‘possible 
to KNow God apart from faith. 

We may know a great deal about God without faith, 
just as a heathén or Mohammedan may from a study 
of our Bible; or as an infidel may, who reads Scrip- 
ture only to attack it and abuse it. Believing God is 
believing his Word. Faith is sometimes defined as 
taking God at his word: that is, acting upon his word. 
“Without faith it is impossible to please him: for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and ti.at 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” 
(Heb. 11:6). And his chief reward is further revela- 
tion of himself. 

Faith it God and knowing God are inseparable. So 
we find our Lord sometimes says that eternal life 
depends upon believing in God, and at other times 
that it depends on knowing God. “He that believeth 
on the Son hath eternal life’ (John 3:36, R. V.). 
“And this is life eternal, that they should Know thee, 

. and. , . Jesus Christ” (John 17:3). 

Faith is increased by knowing God more intimately, 
and greater knowledge comes from greater faith. We 
must have faith in God if we are to trust him, and we 
must KNow him whom we have believed. We can 
scarcely commit our way unto the Lord (Psa. 37:5) 
unless we have some clear and intelligent knowledge 
of him. “We are not likely to cry, “For thy name’s 
sake lead me, and guide me” (Psa. 31:3), unless we 
are sure of his wisdom and his love. So, then, the 
value of our faith depends upon our view of God — 
our knowledge of him. “They that KNow thyyname,” 
says me Psalmist, “will put their trust in thee” (Psa. 
0:10). 

But we must bear in mind that “faith” is not only 
“belief.” It includes trust. It is an acceptance and 
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a putting into practice the principles which our Lord 
taught us, and tor which he lived and_died. 

Faith in Christ involves the embracing of his way 
of life. 

Dr. Torrey says: “When we believe God, we trust 
his Word; when Wwe believe in God we trust himself. 
When we believe God we fix our eyes upon what he 
has said (Rom. 4:20); when we believe in'’God we 
fix out eyes upon what he is, his Person — upon him- 
self. .. . Faith in Jesus Christ is relying upon, or 
putting confidence in, Jesus Christ. It is the assurance 
that he will do the things sought of him, or take care 
of matters entrusted to him.” 

How can we secure such faith? “It is the gift of 
God” (Eph. 2:8). “Belief [faith] cometh of hearing, 
and hearing by the, word of Christ” (Rom. 10: 17, 
R.--V.). 

All we can do in this great quest of knowing God 
is to prepare the way for the revelation of himself 
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that he desires to give. Faith is like opening the 
spiritual eyes to see God. “Mine eyes are unto thee.”. 
It is 1ik@opeffing the ear to hear God’s voice. “I... 
will watch to see what he will say unto me” (Hab. 
ats). 

If we really desire to KNow God better we shall seek 
to kiiow him in his Word. The Bible will be our 
study. Our part is to “prepare the way of the Lord; 
i. ¢., to provide the pathway along which God can re- 
veal himself. And this is best done by a devotional 
study of his Word, But even in this we must keep 
our eyes upon the Lord Jesus. The priests and scribes 
were deeply versed in Holy Scripture, but they. did 
not receive such a revelation as that granted to Simon 
Peter. We must be humble. “The meek will -he guide 
in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way” 
(Psa. 25:9). “Learn of me,” says Christ, “for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls” (Matt. 11: 29). 





Cancer and Radium 


Some time ago an editorial in The Sunday School 
Times compared the saving effect of Christ’s blood 
for the sinner to the healing power of radium in the 
dread disease cancer. I was prompted at that time 
to protest the use of such an unhappy and distorting 
figure, but I did not do so. 

In your issue of October 27, 1928, in an editorial 
note entitled “Influence,” the matter is referred to 
again as follows: “The only way of safety is to have 
the cancer destroyed, by the knife or by the extirpat- 
ing fire of radium.” 

In view of the usual high plane upon which The 
Sunday School Times keeps its discussions, and your 
effort to make the information in your columns 
authoritative, I am astonished that you should be led 
into propagating the delusion that cancer is cured by 
surgery or radium. Such a comparison is most un- 
fortunate because it discredits that Supreme Sacrifice, 
which is effective to the limit. If the death of Christ 
is no more effective in curing “our fatal disease, sin,” 
than: surgery and ‘radium are in destroying cancer, 
then The Sunday School Times-and the rest of us 
Christians had as well go out of business. 

But such is of course not the case. Through mis- 
information, perhaps, you have been led into a most 
unfortunate comparison. Cancer is a systemic dis- 
ease, and all that surgery or radium can hope to do 
is to remove or palliate, to some slight extent, the 
local manifestations of the disease—they cannot 
remove or destroy or cure the disease. Both methods 
are more destructive than constructive, so why such 
an inept comparison to teach the sufficiency of Christ 
as our substitute ? 

I value The Sunday School Times and feel that it 
must be in thousands of lives a veritable anchor in a 
time of stress and storm as to belief. I trust you will 
not use such a comparison again—A Pennsylvania 
reader. 


The Sunday School Times is glad to assure. its 
readers, upon the highest medical and ‘surgical author- 
ity, that cancer can be dealt with successfully, and the 
patient be cured, provided the dread condition is rec- 
ognized and treated early enough. The editorial note 
in question was not primarily likening radium to 
Christ; the point of the note was that the lost sinner 
needs something more than Christ’s influence to save 
him. Thus it was stated: “For the influence even of 
the Lord Jesus Christ never saved anyone. A drown- 
ing man does not need some strong and good influence 
—he needs some one who will lift him out of the 
water. of death and set him on the sure ground of 
safety. A person carrying the deadly diséase of can- 
cer in the body cannot be helped by the influence of the 
best of physicians or surgeons: the only way of safety 
is to have the cancer destroyed, by the knife or by 
the extirpating fire of radium. Christ by his own 
death as our substitute paid the death-penalty of our 
fatal disease, sin. ... True evangelism has something 
better than influence to offer. It tells sinners that 
they are lost, and that there is a Saviour.” 

The Editor of The Sunday. School Times has re- 
ferred the Pennsylvania reader’s criticism to two au- 
thorities, one of whom is the leading surgeon Dr. 
Howard A. Kelly of Johns Hopkins. Dr. Kelly 
writes: 

You were perfectly right in your statement regard- 
ing the treatment of cancer. The only safe way is to 
destroy it by extirpation, by the surgical, knife, or by 

. the rays of radium or X-ray, or by electro-surgery. 


Another well-known authority in the use of radium 
and the X-ray in the treatment of disease, who is at 
the head of this department in one of the leading medi- 
cal schools of America, writes the Editor: 


The individual in question evidently has a mis- 
conception of the subject of cancer, possibly induced 
or aggravated by some one or more unfortunate 
experiences. Cancer is always a local disease at first, 
but later on becomes in a manner systemic. The abil- 





-_ 
ity to cure cancer_depends upon its early recognition, 
while it is still local and the possibility of its com- 
plete removal at that stage provided it is accessible. 
This applies particolarly to those cancers which can 
be seen. In thoSe instances in which it cannot be 
seen or easily approached and its detection depends 
upon the production..and‘ interpretation: of symptoms, 
it is usually unfortunate that the symptoms become 
sufficiently characteristic for recognition at too late 
a period to permit complete eradication. From then 
on, surgical or irradiation methods are usually only 
palliative because the disease has ther | become a sys- 
temic one. . There are a few exceptions, of course. 

Great efforts are now being made to teach people 
the earliest symptoms and appearances of cancer in 
order that they may seek advice at an earlier and 
safer period. They are also being taught to realize 
certain precancerous conditions which, if properly 
treated, will prevent the development of cancer. 


There are many types of Christ in the natural 
world,— such as the sun in the heavens, without 
which warmth and life on this earth would be impos- 
sible; and radium, a mysterious element in the natural 
world which God has permitted men to discover in 
recent years, has certain characteristics that are am- 
azingly suggestive of the Lord Jesus Christ. But, 
like every natural and created type of the super- 
natural, and especially of the uncreated person of any 
member of the Godhead, radium cannot possibly illus- 
trate at every point the omnipotence and perfection and 
sufficiency of Christ. In so far as it does symbolize 
the healing power of our Lord, let us be thankful. 


ax 
“Lead Us Not Into Temptation” 


Kindly explain the passage in the Lord’s Prayer, 
“Lead us not into temptation.” James (1:13) tells 
us: “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man.”—A New Jersey reader. 


God tests men, but—as the inspired Word in 


James’ Epistle so plainly shows—never tempts men 
to sin. As James continues: “But every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away. of his own lust, and 
enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death.” The footnote on this passage in James, in the 
Scofield Reference Bible, is valuable: “ ‘Temptation’ 
is used in two senses: (1) Solicitation to evil (e. g., 
Gen. 3: 1-6; Matt. 4:1; 1 Cor. 10: 13; 2 Cor. 11: 3, 4; 
Jas. 1:14). (2) Testing under trial (e. g., Gen. 22: 
1; Luke 22: 28; cf. Luke 4:2). Compare Matthew 
6:13 (solicitation to evil) and_1 Peter 1:6 (testing 
under trial ).” 

We know that our Lord Jesus Christ was certainly 
“led into temptation” by God, immediately after his 
baptism. “Then was Jesus led up of the spirit [the 
Holy Spirit] into the wilderness to be tempted of: the 
devil” (Matt. 4:1). This was a test indeed, and it 
was God’s leading or bringing him to a ‘place where 
Satan was going to seek to induce him to sin—a 
futile attempt on the part of Satan, but none the less 
real. But the Holy Spirit did not tempt the Son of 
Ged to sin—such a suggestion is unthinkable. 

Similarly God may either test us in various ways, 
or he may even bring us into circumstances where 
he knows Satan will tempt us.to sin. According to 
the prayer given by our Lord to his disciples, the child 
of God may rightly pray, concerning such experiences, 
“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.” Yet if, after such prayer, God knows it is best 
that we should be brought into circumstances that will 
test our faith, or even where Satan himself can make 
his attacks upon us, this is to be acceptéd as God’s 
will, and we are to look confidently to our Lord Jesus 
Christ to “deliver us from evil,” as he has pledged 
himself to do for all who trust him. 
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2 Pleading God’s Cause With the Unsaved 


Spiritual adventures in soul winning after we 


know Whom we have believed 





- 


By a Christian Lawyer 














recorded by an infidel doctor (as given in last 

week’s issue of the Times) another of the 
great host of incidental confirmations of the truth of 
the Bible and the old creedal statement based upon it 
that “the souls of believers . .. at their death .. . do 
immediatély pass into glory.” Most of us, I imagine, 
have seen things similar to those recorded by Dr. Nel- 
son. I was present at the death-bed of a sainted aunt as 
a child, and have never forgotten what I saw and heard 
then. With her, also, it was only at the very end of 
Her journey, when she could see into the other world 
and still signal back to this, that radiance broke upon 
her; and such radiance did then break upon her dying 
eyes according to her personal testimony and my per- 
sonal observation of her at the time. In an adjoining 
room, a few days before, my father’s mother had “de- 
parted this life,” and my father, who is sitting in the 
next room as I write, has often told me how she lifted 
her face and looked over her shoulder just before she 
died while a look of surprise and rapture spread itself 
upon her features: “Let me die the death of the right- 
eous, and let miy last end be like his!” “At evening 
time it shall be light.” “The path of, the just is 
as the shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the’ perfect day.” Or, as Goldsmith puts it in 
his “Deserted Village” : 


All his prospects brightening toward the last 
His heaven begins ’ere this world is past. 


An even more striking and in some ways more con- 
firming (and to a Christian comforting) manner of 
dying was that of a great lawyer with whom I had the 
honor for years to be associated —a lawyer who was 
declared by a Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the United States and by a candidate for the Presi- 
dency of the United States, himself a great judge and 
lawyer, to have been one of the two or three greatest 
lawyers the United States has ever produced. After 
I have told of a few cases of the operation on law- 
trained -minds of the carefully considered credentials 
of the Gospel and of a lawyer’s feeble efforts at per- 
sonal evangelism with the “evidences” as the entering 
wedge, and the mind as the point of first attack, I 
want to tell, at the conclusion of this series, of the 
passing of this man who had studied and cross-ex- 
amined the claims of the Bible and of Christ with all the 
keenness and acumen which led a world famous oppo- 


W: HAVE in the experiences observed and 


‘ment at one time to declare that he was the “most 


astute man he ever met in his life.” The result of 
this lifelong investigation was the declaration that 
these “things . . . most surely believed among us” 
were the “surest items of all human knowledge.” And 
-if this man, whose skill in cross-examination made him 
nationally famous, could find in forty odd ‘years of 
study no flaw in the “case for the Bible,” there is good 
reason from this fact alone why anyone who has the 
slightest doubt as to the rtality of “things concerning” 
Christ and the infallibility of the Scriptures should 
address himself at once to clearing this matter up, as 
it can most certainly be cleared up. 


Those Who Came and Reasoned 


To the glory of God and for the encouragement of 
laymen in personal evangelism I would like to tell 
briefly of the young man who was “studying to be a 
Catholic” at the request of his fiancée and her father 
confessor, and of how he studied himself out of Cathol- 
icism instead, and of the book that saved him from 
this, and who then studied himself into a belief that 
he needed salvation and who sought it earnestly, but 
could not find it until he came to the point where 
he said, “O God, if it is Gayety Theater that is keep- 
ing me out of Heaven I will give it up and...” and 
of how he was saved before he finished that sentence; 
about the lawyer who went through every page of 
Ingersoll’s Lectures and Voltaire, and Paley and. Nel- 
son and Alexander, alternating a book for the Bible 
with one against it, and how in the erd he said, “What 
must I do to be saved?” and how suddenly and de- 
‘cisively he “passed from death unto life”; about the 
poor old drunkard (still living) who came into a law- 
yer’s office to get a quarter to revive the fading fra- 
grance of his liquor-laden breath, and who went out 
of the office with the thirst that had burned him for 
twenty-five years so completely taken away by the 
Christ upon whom he called that he has never touched 
or wanted ‘liquor since; and ef his son, who was in 
even worse case, and used to be locked up in his room 
by his drunken father to try to keep him from the 
dope that crazed him, and how the Lord cured him 
as suddenly as he did his father and got him a respon- 
sible position on thé police force; of the young”bond 
broker who sat up nearly all night as we traveled down 
the Potomac on a steamer, earnestly considering and 


There is a hollow iron paper weight on this 
lawyer’s desk, in which are certain records that 
go back thirty years, and forward through eter- 
nity. He tells us about them. - 

The list of adventures in soul winning set-down 
in briefest outline this week, the stories to be un- 
folded more fully later, is a testimony to the 
miracle-power of the Word of God’s grace that 
seems unbelievable until we remember the power 
of the Cross. : 

This is the fourth article in the series “ Meeting 
Rationalists on Their Own Ground,” and the fur- 
ther chapters will continue in the Times for some 
months. 








arguing the proofs of Christianity, and who went on 
the day following his return to Washington to tell 
Dr. Wallace Radcliffe, pastor of Lincoln’s famous old 
church, that he wanted to make a public confession 
of his faith in Christ; of the lawyer, clerk of the 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, who said 
he had no belief in the Christian religion but was 
willing to see if there were (as I told him) not only 
reasonable but invincible grounds for such faith, and 
how his study in a few weeks settled the matter for 
him and led to his public confession of Christ; of the 
colored barber who had shaved so many Senators that 
he looked like one and who was trusting in Masonry 
as the grounds of his hope of Heaven, and how he got 
a better hope and. rejoiced in it until his death; about 
the man of formerly large and now broken fortune who 
found the strain of continuous failure of his efforts to 
rehabilitate his financial condition while maintaining an 
appearance of affluence among his wealthy associates, 
and the utter unreality of Christian Science, so mad- 
dening that he had made all his plans for suicide, and 
who, happening to let slip a hint of his intention, was 
first arrested by a rushing, condensed presentation of 
the reality of Christ as distinguished from Christian 
Science, and then was so moved, as the interview went 
on, by the profound and majestic presentation of the 
Christ in-a book of Pace’s Cartoons that he went home 
promising to seek this Man’s help in person, and who 
reported the next day that he had found “peace in 
believing”; of the Jew whose keen mind so grasped 
and pondered over the proofs of the Bible’s truth and 
of Christ’s supernatural personality and fulfillment of 
prophecy that he stated his belief that this was indeed 
thé “Messiah which should come”; of the Jewish law- 
yer who was so impressed by the proofs set forth in a 
little booklet (“Roger’s Reasons No. 2, by John Urqu- 
hart”) sent him on a venture at the close of some liti- 
gation, that he wrote at once asking for more literature 
and recently came all the way from Baltimore to talk 
personally about these things — and may all my readers 
pray that the work thus begun may end in this son 
of Abraham finding and accepting as his Saviour 
“great David’s greater Son.” 

But first I suppose I should tell of my own con- 
version, sitice it followed along lines so similar to 
those above mentioned and serves further to illustrate 
the contention which is the theme of this sketch, that 
our hope in Christ and faith in God’s Word are 
so abundantly supportéd that careful study will, 
under normal conditions, inevitably result in in- 








How to Get the Books 


Additional books of great value are named by the 
Christian Lawyer in almost every article, and the books 
so far named are listed here. Some are out of print, 
but readers may be able to find them in re, v0 
bookstores. ose here listed as still in print may-be 
ordered from the Times Book Service, conducted b 
H. Trumbull Howard, 401 West Durham Road. 
Philadelphia. 


Nelson on the Cause and Cure of Infidelity. $1.75. 

Testimony of the Evangelists. By Simon Greenleaf. $4. 

Conversion of St. Paul, by George Lyttelton, and Resur- 
rection, by West, combined in one volume, $1.25. 

Ben-Hur. By Lew Wallace. 75 cents. 

Paley’s Evidences. Out of print. 

Evidences of Christian Religion. By Archibald Alexander. 
Out of print. 

Evidences of Christianity. By Mark Hopkins. $1.75. 

Natural Theology. By Paley. Out of print. 

Theopneustia: The Plenary Inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. By L. Gaussen. $1. 

Analogy of Religion. By Bishop Joseph Butler. 80 cents. 

A Scientific Man and-the Bible. By Howard A. Kelly. $1.25. 

Christian Cartoons. By E. J. Pace. 75 cents. 

Rogers’ Reasons No, 2. By John Urquhart. 10 cents. 

Grace Abounding, Combined with Pilgrim’s Piogress. 
By John Bunyan. -$2, 


tellectual conviction of their truth—the matter of 
heart conversion being what should logically follow, 
though here we touch on holy ground upon which the 
most convinced believer can only venture alone. and 
with the aid of the Holy Spirit. 

I am stirred to do this partly by the thought that 
many people will probably feel that if the Lord can 
use a “converted lawyer” (the way I was once intro- 
duced to a meeting) in the work of personal evangel- 
ism, he can use anybody, and if such work can be 
done in a law office, it can be done anywhere. One re- 
sult of the fact that my conversion went through my 
head to my heart —and it would certainly have done 
no good if it had remained merely an intellectual con- 
viction (“the devils also believe, and tremble”) — is that 
it has given me a special interest in both earnest and 
supercilious agnostics and has- suggested a frank, un- 
emotional and challenging method of approach to them 
in religious matters. 

All readers of The Sunday School Times have had 
brought home to them the inestimable privilege, not 
granted even to angels, which we redeemed sons of 
Adam have, of using the few short years of our earthly 
life—a moment as compared to the eternity for 
rest and enjoyment of our heavenly Father’s home and 
personal presence—for spreading the news of the 
great exploit. accomplished on Calvary by our Elder 
Brother, and, by turning other hearts to him in. saving 
faith, populating Heaven, winning stars for the crown 
he will bestow upon those. who “turn many to right- 
eousness,” and increasing the joy of him of whom it 
was said, “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied.” May I add my small voice and 
urge every beliéver, and especially every one who looks 
for the early coming again in power and glory of “the 
great God and our Saviour,” to be “always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour. is not in vain in the Lord.” This work 
has been the greatest joy and satisfaction of my life 


as I reflect that even in such hands as mine the blessed 


Gospel has not been utterly robbed of its power, and 
that there are souls in and souls destined for glory 
because a poor lawyer ignored the fiend voice in his 
heart that mocked at the idea of his trying to do the 
work of an evangelist. If ever the Lord had a weak, 
crippled, rheumatic servant spiritually at work in his 
vineyard, I am that unprofitable servant; but it seems 
he can use anybody who loves him, — “and that means 
you,” even as it means me. 


An Old Prayer List Comes to Light 


I used to play with a hollow iron paper weight ds 
a child. I have that same weight on my law office 
desk now. Once obeying a certain whim I opened it 
and wrote on a piece of paper the studies, cares, hopes, 
and fears that exercised my mind at that exact time. 
About three times in the last thirty years I have had 
the curiosity to open it and add to its contents. It is 
like a peep into a memory dug out of a grave of the 
past. A few months ago I opened it again, —no one 
else knows there is anything in the old paper weight 
but air,—and this time I noticed it contained a list 
of those on my prayer list about fifteen years ago — 
men*whom I was trying to interest through the “Evi- 
dences” in the claims of Christ. I had forgotten the 
very names of some of them, though when I read the 
list they came back to me as men every one but 
two or three of whom I knew had been saved. It 
startled me to realize here were nearly a dozen men 
whom our wonderful prayer-answering God had saved, 
even though I had forgotten many of their names as 
time passed on. Surely our “labour is nct in vain in 
the Lord.” 

I was raised according to the straightest sect of the 
Presbyterians, to paraphrase Paul in giving a detail 
of his spiritual biography, and I was taught to regard 
dancing, card playing, and theater going, to say noth- 
ing of smoking and drinking, as things that simply 
were not done in good spiritual society, a tradition so 
enforced in youth that it became second nature and 
one that I am endeavoring to hand down, as I have 
had opportunity to note its value in preserving mental 
and spiritual sensibility and power to experience the 
keen but subtle natural joys that God has provided for 
the delectation of his pilgrims here, even while these 
joys produce that divine discontent and homesickness 
for an ever fairer, heavenly country which doubtless 
most of us have felt under the spell of nature’s beauty. 
I had every advantage anyone can have in starting life, 
and “joined the church” when I was twelve years old, 
after attending services held by E. Payson Hammond 
for children. I recall that my heart was stirred at the 
time, and that I felt a childish peace in the thought that 
I was now a “church member” and would not go to 
the “bad place” if I died unexpectedly, a dread which 
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operates more in young children’s hearts than I think 
is generally realized. Whether I was really born 
again I do not know. One thing I know, that I am 
born ‘again now — “for I know whom I have believed,” 
that I have “laid hold on God’s Covenant,” that I 
utcerly repudiate and deny myself as having any hope 
of life or God’s approval for anything I am or do, 
except as it is Christ who is formed and works in me. 

The most definite point of departure for my Chris- 
tian life came many years later, when in college. I 
have intimated in an earlier article how this came 
about. 

Had I, gone to another college, mine might have 
been another fate. But I had selected, in preference 
even to the great university which had been the college 
home of my maternal ancestors from Colonial times, 
to go to Erskine College, Due West, S. C., thac first 
of all denominational colleges in the South named in 
honor of Ebenezer Erskine by the stalwart descendants 
of the Scotch Covenanters —the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterians, who still use the Psalms of David in 
such church singing as is to be heard nowhere else 
on earth (if we can believe a world traveler who 
heard them). There I came in contact with the finest 
possible conservative professors and scholarship, and 
a library where such books as used to occupy the front 
shelves of all universities still fell under a student's 
eye, in preference to the raw and hurried productions 
of the “historical imagination” school of theology and 
the “it-may-well-be-supposed” school of science. 

It was a college and town with campus and buildings 
like an illustration out of a Southern romance, where 
you are introduced to lovely blue-eyed, soft-voiced 
young girls (who never touched a cigarette) by a first 
name out of the Bible and a last name out of Scotch 
and English history; where the finest musicians and 
lecturers in the land are to be heard every winter, but 
there has never been a dance in a century; where 
every one, young and old, “goes to preaching,” and 
“Sabbath” is honored_as if they believed the Lord 
really meant the Fourth Commandment; where there 
is not a.“‘Modernist” to be found in the whole college 
or denomination, and practically every man is a tither. 
Indeed, not only are they tithers to start with, but 
after that the next step is to place a mortgage on the 
house to give to missions or the church. 

The alumni of this orthodix “Grade A” college have 
been, practically without exception, honor men in every 
university in which they have done postgraduate work, 
and her students have so borne themselves in intercol- 
legiate literary and oratorical contests that in the few 
years such contests have obtained they have already 
done their proportionate share of winning for exactly 
tne next one hundred and twenty-four years. Every 
man loves his alma mater, and generally with good rea- 
son; and surely if Paul indulged himself in the luxury 
of pride in his town and university of Tarsus, I have 
both good reason and good precedent for honoring 
such a college, whose library and professors were used 
of God to lead me to such a rock-ribbed and reason- 
supported conviction of the truth of Christianity as 
has been the very foundation of my life ever since. 

After reading Nelson night and day, following my 
introduction to his old book in the dim corridor of 
the college library; I experienced a deep conviction of 
sin. I had known I was a sinner before; but now it 
seemed to me that never before had such a sinner, 
especially a sinner against such light and knowledge 
as had blessed me, presumed to hope for forgiveness. 
Satan told me I must have committed the unpardonable 
sin, and I recall childhood efforts, once especially 
during family worship, not to blaspheme against the 
Holy Ghost —something which I mistakenly thought 
consisted in thinking certain words in your heart, even 
if you never expressed them, and how desperately I 
tried not even to think them. 

Bunyan’s “Grace Abounding” was a book I read 
with great interest, often walking alone in the 
woods. I recall lying on my face across my bed 
for long periods at a time while the thought of my 
desperately wicked heart and mind overwhelmed me 
with black despair. I do not recall very clearly the 
lifting of the darkness. It seems that it just gradually 
disappeared like a sea fog when the sun burns through 
it. I already knew Christ and the way of salvation 
perfectly in theory, and it seems possible to me that 
I was really converted as a child, and that the deep- 
ening of my sense of sin and whole religious experi- 
ence was merely the natural result of a deeper 
apprehension of the realities of religion growing out 
of the impression its proofs made upon me. The abso- 
lutely universal terms of the offer of salvation and 
pardon, and such phrases as “able also to save them to 
the uttermost,” “I will in no wise cast out,” “sinners, 
of whom I am chief,” “if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart,” 
finally brought peace and assurance; and in whatever 
depression of spirit I have often walked since, I have 
not, I think, ever really doubted that I was saved and 
an “heir of salvation.” The corollary to the statement 
that “ye must be born again” has always seemed to 
me to be that no born-again man can ever be “unborn,” 
for we are told that when we are born again we are 
born unto eternal life. 

The doctrine of predestination has been of the great- 
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est comfort to me, as I believe it is designed by God 
to be to all saved people. Sinners have nothing to do 
with this insight which the Scriptures give us into 
God’s eternal ways and purpose. To the unsaved the 
only word is, ‘“‘Whosoever will may come”; but to 
the sinner who has come, and who fears he may fall 
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away before he finally reaches the end of his. journey, 
the word is “Whom he did foreknow, he also ‘did pre- 
destinate to be conformed to the image of his Son.” 
“Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called 
thee by thy name; thou art mine.” 

(To be continued) 








American Students 


The story of a new movement in the 
colleges and seminaries 








and the Old Faith 


By Albertus Pieters, D.D. 








R. BUSWELL, President of Wheaton College, 
said recently to a gathering of students: ‘This 
is perhaps the most. significant movement 

among the youth of America today.” 

Such an expression may seem extravagant, at first 
sight, of a convention that numbered only thirty-one 
undergraduates with less than a dozen invited speakers 
and faculty members outside the faculty of the enter- 
taining seminary. But it may .well be literally true. 
The gathering was small, but it meant something of 
very great importance to the religious life of America. 

It was the Fourth Annual Convention of the League 
of Evangelical Students, which met in December at 
the Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago. 
The League is not quite four years old, the constitu- 
tion having been drawn up at Pittsburgh, April 4, 
1925. It started with the students of Princeton 
Seminary. The Y. M. C. A. had sent out invitations 
to the various theological seminaries in the North 
Atlantic district proposing that an inter-seminary or- 
ganization be formed. Since some very liberal insti- 
tutions were included in the invitation, the Princeton 
men raised the question, at the preliminary meeting, 
of a doctrinal basis for Christian fellowship. The 
inspiration of the Holy Scriptures and the deity of 
— Christ, which at one time formed the doctrinal 

sis of the Y. M. C. A., were found to be unacceptable. 
It soon became clear that unity of the faith was not 
to be in any sense the basis of fellowship, the organ- 
ization being open to all, no matter how far they had 
departed from historic Christianity. The Princeton 
men had no interest in such an organization, and 
promptly withdrew. Returning home, they felt that 
a counter-movement, with a definite basis of faith, 
would be valuable, and to that end sent out circulars 
to other institutions. There was a very considerable 
and hearty response, with the result that the League 
was organized. 

Its purpose was defined as follows: 


To bear united witness to the faith of its mem- 
bers in the whole Bible as the inspired Word of 
God; to interest other students in the work of the 
Gospel ministry; to have fellowship one with an- 
other; and to present to students evidences of the 
truths of evangelical Christianity. 


As an indispensable qualification for membership was 
laid down the following: 


Faith in the Bible as the infallible Word of .God, 
and acceptance of the fundamental truths of the 
Christian religion, such as: the Trinity, the Virgin 
Birth of Christ, his divine and human nature, his 
Substitutionary Atonement, his Resurrection from 
the dead, and his Coming Again. 


While the purpose and doctrinal basis of the League 
were thus well defined, the scope and’ manner of its 
activities were at first not clearly or adequately con- 
ceived. The crganizers thought primarily of an inter- 
seminary organization; then the Bible institutes were 
added; and finally the idea was extended to colleges 
and universities. 
poses outlined above, the presentation of Christian evi- 
dences to students, a quarterly magazine-called ‘The 
Evangelical Student” was established, which has had 
a considerable measure of success. For the first two 
years nothing was attempted beyond the publishing of 
this magazine and the holding of annual conventions. 

It gradually became apparent, however, that this 
program had no sufficient appeal. Since the student 
body of theological seminaries changes every two or 
three years, the original impulse of protest against the 
non-doctrinal Y. M. C. A. inter-seminary organization 
presently lost its power; and the new students. coming 


_in asked what the League was accomplishing and pro- 


posed to accomplish. This situation led to much 
earnest prayer for divine guidance at the Cleveland 
convention a year ago, and a resolution was adopted 
to undertake enlarged activities under the direction of 
a General Secretary. It was, from the human stand- 
point, not a hopeful action to be taken by a group of 
less than twenty undergraduates, with little or no 
financial resources; but it was taken prayerfully, under 
a deep impressiom of the spiritual need in our colleges 
and universities, and with implicit faith that if the 
movement was of God he would supply the means. 
After long continued and careful search the General 
Secretary was found in the Rev. Paul E. Woolley, 


To accomplish the last of the pur- ° 


Th.M., ordained in the Moody Bible Institute Church, 
educated partly in Germany, graduated from Prince- 
ton Seminary in May, and under appointment to go to 
China as a missionary of the ‘China Inland Mission. 
He was induced to accept this work for one year, as 
conditions last summer were not favorable to his go- 
ing out at once. Mr. Woolley was a speaker at the 
joe Conference held at America’s Keswick last 
une. 

At the December convention in Chicago the new 
Secretary had been at work for about half a year, 
only three months of which offered any opportunity to 
visit institutions of higher education. Yet the results 
of his work were already apparent, in greater unity, 
deeper enthusiasm, and Glearer vision. The financial 
side, which seemed so serious at Cleveland, had been 
wonderfully provided for. The Treasurer’s report 
showed that God is a prayer-hearing and prayer-an- 
swering God to. all who call upon him in faith. The 
salary of the Secretary has never been in arrears, be- 
ing paid in full every month on the due date, his 
traveling expenses have been met, and all other bills 
have been settled, including even some left over from 
previous years. There was no deficit at the end of the 
year, yet each month after the salary had been paid 
there was less than fifty dollars in hand! The supply 
came like the manna, each day sufficient for the day. 

Fourteen institutions were represented by delegates. 
They: came from every direction and sometimes from 
great distances. They were from new institutions like 
Des Moines and Dallas, established to bear testimony 
to the Gospel, and from older ones like Princeton and 
the Reformed Presbyterian Seminary at Pittsburgh, 
which have never left the old moorings. In addition 
there were students from various schools in which 
there are at present no chapters of the League, but in 
which we ma¥ hope there soon will be. 

The program was a fine and well balanced feast of 
deep spirituality and clear thinking, under the guid- 
ance of Dr. Buswell of Wheaton, Dr. Machen of 
Princeton, Dr. Mantey of the Northern Baptist Sem- 
inary in Chicago, Dr, Taft of the same seminary, and 
Dr. Leander S. Keyser of Hamma Divinity School. 
Mr. F. Noel Palmer, of Toronto, and Dr. Howard 
Guinness, a medical student from the University of 
Cambridge, brought an inspiring story of the work 
of grace going on in the colleges and universities of 
Great Britain. Mr. Palmer’s address on Sunday after- 
noon on victory will not soon be forgotten. 

It was interesting to compare the phraseology in 
the formal addresses and in the discussions at Chicago 
with the same elements in the Student Volunteer Con- 
vention at Detroit. At the latter we heard much of 
“the principles of Jesus,” “the way of Jesus,” “loyalty 
to Christ,” and the like. At Chicago we heard of the 
“inspired Scriptures,” “the work of the 'Holy Spirit in 
regeneration,” “the vicarious atonement.” It was most 
refreshing. 

The spirit of the convention was constructive, for- 
ward looking. The hesitation of previous years was 
gone, and in its place was clearsvision of a great need 
and a great opportunity. The League hopes to organ- 
ize groups of evangelically minded students in every 
college and university in the United States and Canada. 
It gives a positive testimony to the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, with much needed emphasis upon its 
doctrinal content. It is most significant that such a 
program should be resolutely proposed by undergradu- 
ates of fourteen higher institutions, with others soon 
to join them. Eight new .chapters were recognized 
at the convention, The League has found itself. It 
has a mission, a program, and a leader. No movement 


_more significant in its purposes and possibilities has 


been launched in the student life of America since the 
origin of the Student Volunteer Movement. 

Such a movement should be able to count on the 
active support of Christian people, and upon their gen- 
erous financial aid. No outsiders could have started 
a student movement. It had to come, if at all, from 
the undergraduates, but now that it has come from 
them others can help... Adequate prayer and financial 
backing will make possible a rapid extension of its 
influence. Such extension will plant a powerful testi- 
mony to the Gospel of salvation in the intellectual 
centers of the nation’s life. Those interested may ad- 
dress Paul Woolley, League of Evangelical Students, 
25 Edwards Place, Princeton, N. J. 

Hoiianp, MicH. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











for answer, and other communicaticns, 
ag addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Mother Ruth’s readers will be glad to know that 
more than one hundred of the letters with her answers 
which have appeared in the Times are now published 
in a beautifully bound book, “Girls’ Problems of 
Today” (Bible Institute Colportage Association, 843 
North Wells Street, Chicago, $1.50, postage 10 cents). 


Dear Mother Ruth: I read your column, and am per- 

suaded that you are a lover of the Lord and have helped 
many. My problem might be different from any you ever 
had, and all I want you kindly to do is earnestly to pray 
for me and help me, for I am, seeking salvation, but can’t 
bring myself to the point of accepting Jesus, because God 
seems so far away to me. I am a girl eighteen years old 
and want to be a Christian while I am young. I can’t tell 
why, but I have such a desire for righteousness that my 
life has become very sad, my heart as heavy as lead, and 
in general I am very unhappy. I don’t know which way 
to turn, I read the Bible on my knees every day and 
do not desire the beauties of the. world, but I can’t be- 
come a Christian. I used to be a. very happy girl, always 
laughing and full of fun, up until about a year ago, when 
my spirit sank, and I can’t and don’t enjoy life. My 
mother died three years ago and I am so lonesome. I have 
no one in the world to love me or understand me. So I 
thought I would-write to you and ask you especially to 
pray for me, because I know the Lord will answer you, 
even if he doesn’t answer me. I will watch for my answer. 
—AN ANXIOUS READER. 


M* DEAR GIRL: How happy you should be, for 
you are seeking that which will fill your soul 
with pleasure all your days. Why ‘be down-hearted 
about it? That is a temptation the enemy is bringing 
to you, and you ought to turn your back upon him and 
it. I want you to sit down and consider the heavenly 
Father, and just what he is as far as you can con- 
ceive of him. His love is so great that he is knocking 
at the door of your heart to enter, and you must open 
from the inside, for he will never be an intruder, nor 
force his way into your heart without your wanting 
him. e 

The Lord Jesus Christ came to earth in the form 
of a baby—for what purpose? That you might be 
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saved, and that you might be able to understand his 
love and accept him. The mighty God will become 
your heavenly Father if you will accept his Son. No, 
you can’t become a Christian of yourself, for the work 
was all done by your Saviour on the cross when he 
died for. you. Your part is to believe he did it for 
you, and rejoice that he has called you to him: and 
that you have the desire for him. I want you to turn 
to Acts 16: 31, and take it for yourself. Now God is 
just waiting for you to accept his word as true, and 
whether .the enemy tries to make you doubt or not, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus,Christ” and let the enemy 
know that you believe the Lord Jesus. Now turn to 
1 John 1:9, and you will see that if you confess your 
sins he is faithful and just to forgive your sins, and 
then you are his child and he is your Father. What 
a blessed relationship that is. Then turn to Ephesians 
2:8, 9, and you will see that we are saved by grace, 
through faith; and listen to this next, “And that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God”! You see, the 
Scripture goes on to tell us that it is not of works, 
and for that we are glad, too, aren’t we, for if we had 
to earn our salvation, I am sure we should never feel 
we had paid enough for it. No, the Lord Jesus paid 
it all, and that means there is nothing for you and me 
, to do but to accept the blood as our way of salvation. 
We believe this, and it makes the joy bells ring in our 
souls, for we take the Lord Jesus at his word and 
know that he accepts us, and we may go on rejoicing. 

Do you fread the Gospel of John very much? I wish 
you would begin and read it right through and see 
how the love of the Lord Jesus will come into your 
‘soul and make you love, too. He “so loved” you, that 
he gave—what? Oh, think of it, he gave himself, 
and what more could he do? Now I can appreciate 
your loneliness, since mother died, and so can the Lord 
Jesus. He will walk with you, he will talk with you, 
and be-your constant companion. That is what you 
are needing, and he will be that very friend who will 
never leave you, who will drive all gloom away, and 
on whom you can always depend. May God help you 
to know the Lord Jesus so well that you will find in 
him your constant counselor and friend. That is what 
he will be to you. 

I wish you would write me and tell me you believe 
on the Lord Jesus, that you accept this salvation as 
yours, and that the gift of eternal life is yours, far 
you believe him! I shall pray for you, but, you know, 
God is no respecter of persons, and he will hear and 
answer you just as quickly as he will me. We are 
going to trust him as the Redeemer, the Saviour of our 
souls, aren’t we? We believe in him with all- our 
hearts, don’t we? And we are going to sing psalms of 
rejoicing for his goodness and power and might and 
anajesty — and that he loves us! 
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The writer of these Letters, 


to have discussed here. Letters may 
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who is a real farm mother and who has a son in college, will be glad to receive 
letters from students or their parents anapeeile practice § problems of present-day college life that t 
to 


would like 
Farm Motner, The Sunday School Times, 325 Norih 


Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Skylight Farm. 
Dear Cottece Boy: 

What would you say if I were to tell you that I 
think there is entirely too much self-respect in the 
world today? I know from experience that such a 
proposition always provokes vehement protest. Even 
the dictionary disagrees with me, defining self-respect 
as “laudable self-esteem.” But dictionaries are not 
infallible; they are only a faithful record of human 
ideas established by usage. 

Have you noticed what a number of compound 
words with self for their first syllable have lately 
come into prominence? Very few of them are new 
except in their application. I ascertained that fact 
recently by consulting my dictionary. It’s rather an 
antiquated tome, as are all dictionaries that were 
published before the World War.. I was somewhat 
surprised, then, to find more than two pages of these 
self compounds. Somehow I’d had the feeling 
that all this self-stuff was something new. I ought 
to have known better. That first act of human disobe- 
dience back in the garden of Eden was only a bit of 
self-expression, or self-determination. 

The first time I remember encountering this philos- 
ophy of life that has self for its center and which, if 
not new, is at least so popular as to be properly styled 
modern, was a number of years ago —what you would 
call a long time ago, because my college boy was then 
struggling with phonetics, handicapped as he was by a 
remnant of baby talk. I was fighting a serious illness 
both of mind and body and clutching desperately at 
straws. At the urgent advice of a friend I was pre- 
vailed upon to try one of the hundred and one self 


cures that perennially bud and bloom and have their 
day. The course involved a series of lectures, a little 
dieting and reasonable care of the body, combined with 
a great deal of wise-sounding “piffle’ to make it seem 
worth the fee. I followed its recommendations relig- 
iously for some time and really salvaged some excellent 
ideas that have proved valtiable ever since; but the 
fatal suggestion that filled me with a hopeless weari- 
ness was the encouragement to seek my ultimate rescue 
in “self-fulness.” It was like benevolently advising 
one who is half submerged in a slough and hysterically 
clutching at grass to take a firm hold on his own 
bootstraps.and resolutely draw himself to safety. Well- 
meaning worldlings offer the same remedy for sin and 
it proves equally effective. 

t is to youth that this call to the exaltation of self 
makes its strongest appeal. Small wonder! It’s a 
Seeseondy exhilarating experience to be a healthy 
youth. 

“Oh, our manhood’s prime vigor! No spirit feels waste, 


Not a muscle is stopped in its playing nor sinew un- 
braced. 


ow good is man’s life, the mere living! how fit to 
employ e 
l be heart and the soul and the senses forever in 
joy 
Critics pronounce Theodore Dreiser a success, partly 
because he wrote a novel, the movie rights to which 
brought him $100,000. Questioned by an interviewer 
he said, “It was too late. ... When I was a reporter 
at $18 a week and had thrills and dreams and plans 
and enthusiasms, I was happy though I didn’t always 
know it.” This experience of middle-aged boredom is 
not original with the moderns. Alexander the Great, 








il 


still only in his late youth, reaching in his conquests 
the utmost bounds of civilization, if we may believe 
tradition weeps at the flatness of the “reaction.” No 
more worlds to conquer; nothing left to vanquish but 
self, and self is upon the throne. No youth ever set 
out in life with more brilliant promise than did Solo- 
mon. ‘Heir to a throne established by God and garri- 
soned by his promises, so endowed with Heaven-sent 
wisdom and riches and honor that when the queen of 
the East saw all his power and splendor there was no 
more spirit in her. Yet the later utterances of Solo- 
mon are full of the biiterness of disillusionment and 
he cries out in warning, “Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not.” 

Does all this sound to you like the hoarse croaking 
of some bird of ill onien, or suggest perhaps the cheer- 
ful custom of passing round a death’s head at the 
feast? I sincerely hope not. I’ve never for one minute 
lost my sympathy with youthful enthusiasm. I’m 
scarcely ever annoyed by the squirminess of my pre- 
cious “Imps” in Sunday-school, secretly glorying in 
all that bottled energy that makes it well nigh im- 
possible for them to sit in orderly rows. I love the 
cocksureness of youth. “I felt so young, so strong, 
so suse of God.” You who “hold the whole creation 
in your little cup and smile with thirsty lips before 
you drink,” ~be not ashamed to dream your dreams. 
Life well lived will bring a recompense sweeter than 
the rosiest of dreams. But let me, for the sake’ of 
the yearning love I have in ‘my heart for untried 
youth, tell you a secret. 

There is bound to come to every one who lives be- 
yond the boundaries of youth, sooner or later, a time 
of great weariness with self. It is an experience not 
reserved for those who have failed. Indeed, I am 
strongly inclined to the opinion that the more brilliant 
one’s achievements the more extreme will be the dis- 
appointment. Dull, unimaginative souls are perhaps 
not sufficiently aware of the emiotion to define it, and 
manifest only a thickening of the skin over the peri- 
pheral nerve ends. Youth flippantly remarks that they 
“have begun to die at the top.” The poet upon whom 
the world has fawned cries out at the age of thirty-six, 
“My days are in the yellow leaf”; the royal seer sighs, 
“All is vanity and vexation of spirit.” 

I think I should not even mention to you this tire- 
some strip of road ahead if I could not point you to 
a most delightful detour. It’s bad enough crossing 
our. difficult bridges when we come to them. But I 
have, as I said, found a way round this bit of “bad- 
lands” and I’m eager to tell you about it. I’m neither 
poet nor seer, bui I have by nature one of those quick- 
silver temperaments which, left to their own resources, 
encounter an awful depression for every elevation. I 
had a friend in my youthful days who once said to me, 
“I can’t be enthusiastic about your ecstasies, because 
I always know what to expect the next day.” Such 
natures are sure to wear out the stimuli that cause 
their moments of exaltation. There follow the inevi- 
‘table days ‘when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure 
in them.” Then, indeed, one may fervently thank God 
for any friend who can point the way out. That is 
what I long to do for you. For me it is embodied in 
one little question of three words: Christ or self? 

Face that question squarely. Answer it wisely now 
in the days of thy youth. Stand firmly by that an- 
swer at every turn of the road, and I can guarantee 
absolutely that you need fear no middle-aged slump. 
Sink that insufficient self in Him in whom are hidden 
all treasures, an inexhaustible resource.‘ The success 
of this method depends not at all upon the degree of 
your intelligence or upon the measure of your future 
achievement. There is as much cordiality in the “Well 
done” accorded to the two-talent man as in that to 
the five-talent man, since both centered their efforts 
upon pleasing their lord. We have all known some 
very simple souls whose old age was a benediction to 
every one, while more brilliant people have waxed 
morbid and difficult with the years. 

It is the failure to make Christ instead of self the 
center of activities, the source of inspiration, that ren- 
ders the so-called “youth movement” of our day an 
alarming tendency. “Be yourself” is perhaps at once 
the most significant and the most menacing slang phrase 
that has become current in a long time. Here is a 
recent statement by a university student that is well 
worth pondering. “Any youth movement worthy of 
its name is autonomous. It is responsible to no other 
group of whatever kind for its program, its actions, its 
philosophy of life, its political, economic, or religious 
beliefs. It is itself.” It is a fact worth noting that 
youth movements are nothing new. A certain youth- 
ful prince named Rehoboam staged one long ago and 
a kingdom was rent asunder. But who can estimat: 
the possibilities of a great youth movement with Christ 
at its head? Who can measure the possibilities of evens 
one strong young life once for all Christ centered? 
Eternity alone can tell the story. 

Will you think again for a moment about that term 
self-respect and tell me if there is any aspect or appli- 
cation of it that would lose in power or significance if 
for self we substitute Christ? I repeat my proposition. 
There is far too much self-respect in the world today. 


Your friend, 
A Fagm Morgen. 
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operates more in young children’s hearts than I think 
is generally realized. Whether I was really born 
again I do not know. One thing I know, that I am 
born again now — “for I know whom I have believed,” 
that I have “laid hold on God’s Covenant,” that I 
utterly repudiate and deny myself as having any hope 
of life or God’s approval for anything I am or do, 
except as it is Christ who is formed and works in me. 

The most definite point of departure for my Chris- 
tian life came many years later, when in college. I 
have intimated in an earlier article how this came 
about. 

Had I gone to another college, mine might have 
been another fate. But I had selected, in preference 
even to the great university which had been the college 
home of my maternal ancestors from Colonial times, 
to go to Erskine College, Due West, S. C., thac first 
of all denominational colleges in the South named in 
honor of Ebenezer Erskine by the stalwart descendants 
of the Scotch Covenanters —the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterians, who still use the Psalms of David in 
such church singing as is to be heard nowhere else 
on earth (if we can believe a world traveler who 
heard them). There I came in contact with the finest 
possible conservative professors and scholarship, and 
a library where such books as used to occupy the front 
shelves of all universities still fell under a student’s 
eye, in preference to the raw and hurried productions 
of the “historical imagination” school of theology and 
the “it-may-well-be-supposed” school of science. 

It was a college and town with campus and buildings 
like an illustration out of a Southern romance, where 
you are introduced to lovely blue-eyed, soft-voiced 
young girls (who never touched a cigarette) by a first 
name out of the Bible and a last name out of Scotch 
and English history; where the finest musicians and 
lecturers in the land are to be heard every winter, but 
there has never been a dance in a century; where 
every one, young and old, “goes to preaching,” and 
“Sabbath” is honored_as if they believed the Lord 
really meant the Fourth Commandment; where there 
is not a.“*Modernist” to be found in the whole college 
or denomination, and practically every man is a tither. 
Indeed, not only are they tithers to start with, but 
after that the next step is to place a mortgage on the 
house to give to missions or the church. 

The alumni of this orthodix “Grade A” college have 
been, practically without exception, honor men in every 
university in which they have done postgraduate work, 
and her students have so borne themselves in intercol- 
legiate literary and oratorical contests that in the few 
years such contests have obtained they have already 
done their proportionate share of winning for exactly 
tne next one hundred and twenty-four years. Every 
man loves his alma mater, and generally with good rea- 
son; and surely if Paul indulged himself in the luxury 
of pride in his town and university of Tarsus, I have 
both good reason and good precedent for honoring 
such a college, whose library and professors were used 
of God to lead me to such a rock-ribbed and reason- 
supported conviction of the truth of Christianity as 
has been the very foundation of my life ever since. 

After reading Nelson night and day, following my 
introduction to his old book in the dim corridor of 
the college library; I experienced a deep conviction of 
sin. I had known I was a sinner before; but now it 
seemed to me that never before had such a sinner, 
especially a sinner against such light and knowledge 
as had blessed me, presumed to hope for forgiveness. 
Satan told me I must have committed the unpardonable 
sin, and I recall childhood efforts, once especially 
during family worship, not to blaspheme against the 
Holy Ghost — something which I mistakenly thought 
consisted in thinking certain words in your heart, even 
if you never expressed them, and how desperately I 
tried not even to think them. 

Bunyan’s “Grace Abounding” was a book I read 
with great interest, often walking alone in the 
woods. I recall lying on my face across my bed 
for long periods at a time while the thought of my 
desperately wicked heart and mind overwhelmed me 
with black despair. I do not recall very clearly the 
lifting of the darkness. It seems that it just gradually 
disappeared like a sea fog when the sun burns through 
it. I already knew Christ and the way of salvation 
perfectly in theory, and it seems possible to me that 
I was really converted as a child, and that the deep- 
ening of my sense of sin and whole religious experi- 
ence was merely the natural result of a deeper 
apprehension of the realities of religion growing out 
of the impression its proofs made upon me. The abso- 
lutely universal terms of the offer of salvation and 
pardon, and such phrases as “able also to save them to 
the uttermost,” “I will in no wise cast out,” “sinners, 
of whom I am chief,” “if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart,” 
finally brought peace and assurance; and in whatever 
depression of spirit I have often walked since, I have 
not, I think, ever really doubted that I was saved and 
an “heir of salvation.” The corollary to the statement 
that “ye must be born again” has always seemed to 
me to be that no born-again man can ever be “unborn,” 
for we are told that when we are born again we are 
born unto eternal life. 

The doctrine of predestination has been of the great- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


est comfort to me, as I believe it is designed by God 
to be to all saved people. Sinners have nothing to do 
with this insight which the Scriptures give us into 
God’s eternal ways and purpose. To the unsaved the 
only word is, ‘‘Whosoever will may come”; but to 
the sinner who has come, and who fears he may fall 


— 


FEBRUARY 16, 1929 


away before he finally reaches the end of his. journey, 
the word is “Whom he did foreknow, he also ‘did pre- 
destinate to be conformed to the image of his Son.” 
“Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called 
thee by thy name; thou art mine.” 

(To be continued) 








American Students 


The story of a new movement in the 
colleges and seminaries 








and the Old Faith 


By Albertus Pieters, D.D. 








R. BUSWELL, President of Wheaton College, 
said recently to a gathering of students: ‘This 
is perhaps the most. significant movement 

among the youth of America today.” 

Such an expression may seem extravagant, at first 
sight, of a convention that numbered only thirty-one 
undergraduates with less than a dozen invited speakers 
and faculty members outside the faculty of the enter- 
taining seminary. But it may well be literally true. 
The gathering was small, but it meant something of 
very great importance to the religious life of America. 

It was the Fourth Annual Convention of the League 
of Evangelical Students, which met in December at 
the Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago. 
The League is not quite four years old, the constitu- 
tion having been drawn up at Pittsburgh, April 4, 
1925. It started with the students of Princeton 
Seminary. The Y. M. C. A. had sent out invitations 
to the various theological seminaries in the North 
Atlantic district proposing that an inter-seminary or- 
ganization be formed. Since some very liberal insti- 
tutions were included in the invitation, the Princeton 
men raised the question, at the preliminary meeting, 
of a doctrinal basis for Christian fellowship. The 
inspiration of the Holy Scriptures and the deity of 
Jesus Christ, which at one time formed the doctrinal 
basis of the Y. M. C. A., were found to be unacceptable. 
It soon became clear that unity of the faith was not 
to be in any sense the basis of fellowship, the organ- 
ization being open to all, no matter how far they had 
departed from historic Christianity. The Princeton 
men had no interest in such an organization, and 
promptly withdrew. Returning home, they felt that 
a counter-movement, with a definite basis of faith, 
would be valuable, and to that end sent out circulars 
to other institutions. There was a very considerable 
and hearty response, with the result that the League 
was organized. 

Its purpose was defined as follows: 


To bear united witness to the faith of its mem- 
bers in the whole Bible as the inspired Word of 
God; to interest other students in the work of the 
Gospel ministry; to have fellowship one with an- 
other; and to present to students evidences of the 
truths of evangelical Christianity. 


As an indispensable qualification for membership was 
laid down the following: 


Faith in the Bible as the infallible Word of .God, 
and acceptance of the fundamental truths of the 
Christian religion, such as: the Trinity, the Virgin 
Birth of Christ, his divine and human nature, his 
Substitutionary Atonement, his Resurrection from 
the dead, and his Coming Again. 


While the purpose and doctrinal basis of the League 
were thus well defitied, the scope and manner of its 
activities were at first not clearly or adequately con- 
ceived. The organizers thought primarily of an inter- 
seminary organization; then the Bible institutes were 
added; and finally the idea was extended to colleges 
and universities. 
poses outlined above, the presentation of Christian evi- 
dences to students, a quarterly magazine-called “The 
Evangelical Student” was established, which has had 
a considerable measure of success. For the first two 
years nothing was attempted beyond the publishing of 
this magazine and the holding of annual conventions. 

It gradually became apparent, however, that this 
program had no sufficient appeal. Since the student 
body of theological seminaries changes every two or 
three years, the original impulse of protest against the 
non-doctrinal Y. M. C. A. inter-seminary organization 
presently lost its power; and the new students coming 


_in asked what the League was accomplishing and pro- 


posed to accomplish. This situation led to much 
earnest prayer for divine guidance at the Cleveland 
convention a year ago, and a resolution was adopted 
to undertake enlarged activities under the direction of 
a General Secretary. It was, from the human stand- 
point, not a hopeful action to be taken by a group of 
less than twenty undergraduates, with little or no 
financial resources; but it was taken prayerfully, under 
a deep impressiom of the spiritual need in our colleges 
and universities, and with implicit faith that if the 
movement was of God he would supply the means. 
After long continued and careful search the General 
Secretary was found in the Rev. Paul E. Woolley, 


To accomplish the last of the pur- ° 


_at the convention. The 


Th.M., ordained in the Moody Bible Institute Church, 
educated partly in Germany, graduated from Prince- 
ton Seminary in May, and under appointment to go to 
China as a missionary of the China Inland Mission. 
He was induced to accept this work for one year, as 
conditions last summer were not favorable to his go- 
ing out at once. Mr. Woolley was a speaker at the 
tiga Conference held at America’s Keswick last 
une, 

At the December convention in Chicago the new 
Secretary had been at work for about half a year, 
only three months of which offered any opportunity to 
visit institutions of higher education. Yet the results 
of his work were already apparent, in greater unity, 
deeper enthusiasm, and Gearer vision. The financial 
side, which seemed so serious at Cleveland, had been 
wonderfully provided for. The Treasurer’s report 
showed that God is a prayer-hearing and prayer-an- 
swering God to all who call upon him in faith. The 
salary of the Secretary has never been in arrears, be- 
ing paid in full every month on the due date, his 
traveling expenses have been met, and all other bills 
have been settled, including even some left over from 
previous years. There was no deficit at the end of the 
year, yet each month after the salary had been paid 
there was less than fifty dollars in hand! The supply 
came like the manna, each day sufficient for the day. 

Fourteen institutions were represented by delegates. 
They: came from every direction and sometimes from 
great distances. They were from new institutions like 
Des Moines and Dallas, established to bear testimony 
to the Gospel, and from older ones like Princeton and 
the Reformed Presbyterian Seminary at Pittsburgh, 
which have never left the old moorings. In addition 
there were students from various schools in which 
there are at present no chapters of the League, but in 
which we ma¥ hope there soon will be. 

The program was a fine and well balanced feast of 
deep spirituality and clear thinking, under the guid- 
ance of Dr. Buswell of Wheaton, Dr. Machen of 
Princeton, Dr. Mantey of the.Northern Baptist Sem- 
inary in Chicago, Dr. Taft of the same seminary, ‘and 
Dr. Leander S. Keyser of Hamma Divinity School. 
Mr. F. Noel Palmer, of Toronto, and Dr. Howard 
Guinness, a medical student from the University of 
Cambridge, brought an inspiring story of the work 
of grace going on in the colleges and universities of 
Great Britain. Mr. Palmer’s address on Sunday after- 
noon on victory will not soon be forgotten. 

It was interesting to compare the phraseology in 
the formal addresses and in the discussions at Chicago 
with the same elements in the Student Volunteer Con- 
vention at Detroit. At the latter we heard much of 
“the principles of Jesus,” “the way of Jesus,” “loyalty 
to Christ,” and the like. At Chicago we heard of the 
“inspired Scriptures,” “the work of the ‘Holy Spirit in 
regeneration,” “the vicarious atonement.” It was most 
refreshing. 

The spirit of the convention was constructive, for- 
ward looking. The hesitation of previous years was 
gone, and in its place was clearsvision of a great need 
and a great opportunity. The League hopes to organ- 
ize groups of evangelically minded students in every 
college and university in the United States and Canada. 
It gives a positive testimony to the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, with much needed emphasis upon its 
doctrinal content. It is most significant that such a 
program should be resolutely proposed by undergradu- 
ates of fourteen higher institutions, with others soon 
to join them. Eight new .chapters were recognized 
League has found itself. It 
has a mission, a program, and a leader. No movement 


_more significant in its purposes and possibilities has 


been launched in the student life of America since the 
origin of the Student Volunteer Movement. 

Such a movement should be able to count on the 
active support of Christian people, and upon their gen- 
erous financial aid. No outsiders could have started 
a student movement. It had to come, if at all, from 
the undergraduates, but now that it has come from 
them others can help... Adequate prayer and financial 
backing will make possible a rapid extension of its 
influence. Such extension will plant a powerful testi- 
mony to the Gospel of salvation in the intellectual 
centers of the nation’s life. Those-interested may ad- 
dress Paul Woolley, League of Evangelical Students, 
25 Edwards Place, Princeton, N. J. 

Hoiianp, MicH. 
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| Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











estions for answer, and other communicaticns, 
a be a to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Mother Ruth’s readers will be glad to know that 
more than one hundred of the letters with her answers 
which have appeared in the Times are now published 
in a beautifully bound book, “Girls’ Problems of 
Today” (Bible Institute -Colportage Association, 843 
North Wells Street, Chicago, $1.50, postage 10 cents). 


Dear Mother Ruth: I read your column, and am per- 
suaded that you are a lover of the Lord and have helped 
many. My problem might be different from any you ever 
had, and all I -want you kindly to do is earnestly to pray 
for me and help me, for I am seeking salvation, but can’t 
bring myself to the point of accepting Jesus, because God 
seems so far away to me. I am a girl eighteen years old 
and want to be a Christian while I am young. I can’t tell 
why, but I have such a desire for righteousness that my 
life has become very sad, my heart as heavy as lead, and 
in general I am very unhappy. I don’t know which way 
to turn. I read the Bible on my knees every day and 
do not desire the beauties of the world, but I can’t be- 
come a Christian. I used to be a very happy girl, always 
laughing and full of fun, up until about a year ago, when 
my spirit sank, and I can’t and don’t enjoy life. My 
mother died three years ago and I am so lonesome. I have 
no one in the world to love me or understand me. So I 
thought I would-—-write to you and ask you especially to 
pray for me, because I know the Lord will answer you, 
even if he doesn’t answer me. I will watch for my answer. 
—AN ANXIOUS READER. 


M* DEAR GIRL: How happy you should be, for 
you are seeking that which will fill your soul 
with pleasure all your days. Why ‘be down-hearted 
about it? That is a temptation the enemy is bringing 
to you, and you ought to turn your back upon him and 
it. I want you to sit down and consider the heavenly 
Father, and just what he is as far as you can con- 
ceive of him. His love is so great that he is knocking 
at the door of your heart to enter, and you must open 
from the inside, for he will never be an intruder, nor 
— his way into your heart without your wanting 

im. ; 

The Lord Jesus Christ came to earth in the form 
of a baby—for what purpose? That you might be 
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saved, and that you might be able to understand his 
love and accept him. The mighty God will become 
your heavenly Father if you will accept his Son. No, 
you can’t become a Christian of yourself, for the work 
was all done by your Saviour on the cross when he 
died for. you. Your part is to believe he did it for 
you, and rejoice that he has called you to him. and 
that you have the desire for him. I want you to turn 
to Acts 16: 31, and take it for yourself. Now God is 
just waiting for you to accept his word as true, and 
whether .the enemy tries to make you doubt or not, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus,Christ” and let the enemy 
know that you believe the Lord Jesus. Now turn to 
1 John 1:9, and you will see that if you confess your 
sins he is faithful and just to forgive your sins, and 
then you are his child and he is your Father. What 
a blessed relationship that is. Then turn to Ephesians 
2:8, 9, and you will see that we are saved by grace, 
through faith; and listen to this next, “And that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God”! You see, the 
Scripture goes on to tell us that it is not of works, 
and for that we are glad, too, aren’t we, for if we had 
to earn our salvation, I am sure we should never feel 
we had paid enough for it. No, the Lord Jesus paid 
it all, and that means there is nothing for you and me 
, to do but to accept the blood as our way of salvation. 
We believe this, and it makes the joy bells ring in our 
souls, for we take the Lord Jesus at his word and 
know that he accepts us, and we may go on rejoicing. 

Do you read the Gospel of John very much? I wish 
you would begin and read it right through and see 
how the love of the Lord Jesus will come into your 
‘soul and make you love, too. He “so loved” you, that 
he gave— what? Oh, think of it, he gave himself, 
and what more could he do? Now I can appreciate 
your loneliness, since mother died, and so can the Lord 
Jesus. He will walk with you, he will talk with you, 
and be-your constant companion. That is what you 
are needing, and he will be that very friend who will 
never leave you, who will drive all gloom away, and 
on whom you can always depend. May God help you 
to know the Lord Jesus so well that you will find in 
him your constant counselor and friend. That is what 
he will be to you. 

I wish you would write me and tell me you believe 
on the Lord Jesus, that you accept this salvation as 
yours, and that the gift of eternal life is yours, far 
you believe him! I shall pray for you, but, you know, 
God is no respecter of persons, and he will hear and 
answer you just as quickly as he will me. We are 
going to trust him as the Redeemer, the Saviour of our 
souls, aren’t we? We believe in him with all- our 
hearts, don’t we? And we are going to sing psalms of 
rejoicing for his goodness and power and might and 
majesty —and that he loves us! 














A Farm Mother’s Letters to College Students 


10. The Self Cult 














The writer of these Letters, 


a real farm mother and who has a son in college, will be glad to receive 


who is 
letters from. students or their parents suggesting practical problems of present-day college life that would like 


to have discussed here. Letters may be addressed to The F. 


arm Motner, The Sunday School Times, 325 Norih 


Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Skylight Farm. 
Dear Co.iece Boy: 


What would you say if I were to tell you that [ 
think there is entirely too much self-respect in the 
world today? I know from experience that such a 
proposition always provokes vehement protest. Even 
the dictionary disagrees with me, defining self-respect 
as “laudable self-esteem.” But dictionaries are not 
infallible; they are only a faithful record of human 
ideas established by usage. 

Have you noticed what a number of compound 
words with self for their first syllable have lately 
come into prominence? Very few of them are new 
except in their application. I ascertained that fact 
recently by consulting my dictionary. It’s rather an 
antiquated tome, as are all dictionaries that were 
published before the World War. I was somewhat 
surprised, then, to find more than two pages of these 
self compounds. Somehow I’d had the feeling 
that all this self-stuff was something new. I ought 
to have known better. That first act of human disobe- 
dience back in the garden of Eden was only a bit of 
self-expression, or self-determination. 

The first time I remember encountering this philos- 
ophy of life that has self for its center and which, if 
not new, is at least so popular as to be properly styled 
modern, was a number of years ago —what you would 
call a long time ago, because my college boy was then 
struggling with phonetics, handicapped as he was by a 
remnant of baby talk. I was fighting a serious illness 
both of mind and body and clutching desperately at 
straws. At the urgent advice of a friend I was pre- 
vailed upon to try one of the hundred and one self 


cures that perennially bud and bloom and have their 
day. The course involved a series of lectures, a little 
dieting and reasonable care of the body, combined with 
a great deal of wise-sounding “piffle’ to make it seem 
worth the fee. I followed its recommendations relig- 
iously for some time and really salvaged some excellent 
ideas that have proved valuable ever since; but the 
fatal suggestion that filled me with a hopeless weari- 
ness was the encouragement to seek my ultimate rescue 
in “self-fulness.” It was like benevolently advising 
one who is half submerged in a slough and hysterically 
clutching at grass to take a firm hold on his own 
bootstraps and resolutely draw himself to safety. Well- 
meaning worldlings offer the same remedy for sin and 
it proves equally effective. 

t is to youth that this call to the exaltation of self 
makes its strongest appeal. Small wonder! It’s a 
See out exhilarating experience to be a healthy 
youth. 

“Oh, our manhood’s prime vigor! No spirit feels waste, 


Not a muscle is stopped in its playing nor sinew un- 
braced. : 

How good is man’s life, the mere living! how fit to 
employ 

All ey heart and the soul and the senses forever in 
joy 


Critics pronounce Theodore Dreiser a success, partly 
because he wrote a novel, the movie rights to which 
brought him $100,000. Questioned by an interviewer 
he said, “It was too late. ... When I was a reporter 
at $18 a week and had thrills and dreams and plans 
and enthusiasms, I was happy though I didn’t always 
know it.” This experience of middle-aged boredom is 
not original with the moderns. Alexander the Great, 
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still only in his late youth, reaching in his conquests 
the utmost bounds of civilization, if we may believe 
tradition weeps at the flatness of the “reaction.” No 
more worlds to conquer; nothing left to vanquish but 
self, and self is upon the throne. No youth ever set 
out in life with more brilliant promise than did Solo- 
mon. ‘Heir to a throne established by God and garri- 
soned by his promises, so endowed with Heaven-sent 
wisdom and riches and honor that when the queen of 
the East saw all his power and splendor there was no 
more spirit in her. Yet the later utterances of Solo- 
mon are full of the biiterness of disillusionment and 
he cries out in warning, “Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not.” 

Does all this sound to you like the hoarse croaking 
of some. bird of ill omen, or suggest perhaps the cheer- 
ful custom of passing round a death’s head at the 
feast? I sincerely hope not. I’ve never for one minute 
lost my sympathy with youthful enthusiasm, I’m 
scarcely ever annoyed by the squirminess of my pre- 
cious “Imps” in Sunday-school, secretly glorying in 
all that bottled energy that makes it well nigh im- 
possible for them to sit in orderly rows. I love the 
cocksureness of youth. “I felt so young, so strong, 
so suse of .” You who “hold the whole creation 
in your little cup and smile with thirsty lips before 
you drink,” ‘be not ashamed to dream your dreams. 
Life well lived will bring a recompense sweeter than 
the rosiest of dreams. But let me, for the sake of 
the yearning love I have in ‘my heart for untried 
youth, tell you a secret. 

There is bound to come to every one who lives be- 
yond the boundaries of youth, sooner or later, a time 
of great weariness with self. It is an experience not 
reserved for those who have failed. Indeed, I am 
strongly inclined to the opinion that the more brilliant 
one’s achievements the more extreme will be the dis- 
appointment. Dull, unimaginative souls are perhaps 
not sufficiently aware of the emiotion to define it, and 
manifest only a thickening of the skin over the peri- 
pheral nerve ends. Youth flippantly remarks that they 
“have begun to die at the top.” The poet upon whom 
the world has fawned cries out at the age of thirty-six, 
“My days are in the yellow leaf”; the royal seer sighs, 
“All is vanity and vexation of spirit.” 

I think I should not even mention to you this tire- 
some strip of road ahead if I could not point you to 
a most delightful detour. It’s bad enough crossing 
our. difficult bridges when we come to them. But I 
have, as I said, found a way round this bit of “bad- 
lands” and I’m eager to tell ‘you about it. I’m neither 
poet nor seer, buc I have by nature one of those quick- 
silver temperaments which, left to their own resources, 
encounter an awful depression for every elevation. I 
had a friend in my youthful days who once said to me, 
“I can’t be enthusiastic about your ecstasies, because 
I always know what to expect the next day.” Such 
natures are sure to wear out the stimuli that cause 
their moments of exaltation. There follow the inevi- 
‘table days “when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure 
in them.” Then, indeed, one may fervently thank God 
for any friend who can point the way out. That is 
what I long to do for you. For me it is embodied in 
one little question of three words: Christ or self? 

Face that question squarely. Answer it wisely now 
in the days of thy youth. Stand firmly by that an- 
swer at every turn of the road, and I can guarantee 
absolutely that you need fear no middle-aged slump. 
Sink that insufficient self in Him in whom are hidden 
all treasures, an inexhaustible resource.‘ The success 
of this method depends not at all upon the degree of 
your intelligence or upon the measure of your future 
achievement. There is as much cordiality in the “Well 
done” accorded to the two-talent man as in that to 
the five-talent man, since both centered their efforts 
upon pleasing their lord. We have all known some 
very simple souls whose old age was a benediction to 
every one, while more brilliant people have waxed 
morbid and difficult with the years. 

It is the failure to make Christ instead of seli the 
center of activities, the source of inspiration, that ren- 
ders the so-called “youth movement” of our day an 
alarming tendency. “Be yourself” is perhaps at once 
the most significant and the most menacing slang phrase 
that has become current in a long time. Here is a 
recent statement by a university student that is well 
worth pondering. “Any youth movement worthy of 
its name is autonomous. It is responsible to no jother 
group of whatever kind for its program, its actions, its 
philosophy of life, its political, economic, or religious 
beliefs. It is itself.” It is a fact worth noting that 
youth movements are nothing new. A certain youth- 
ful prince named Rehoboam staged one long ago and 
a kingdom was rent asunder. But who can estimat: 
the possibilities of a great youth movement with Christ 
at its head? Who can measure the possibilities of evens 
one strong young life once for all Christ centered? 
Eternity alone can tell the story. 

Will you think again for a moment about that term 
self-respect and tell me if there is any aspect or appli- 
cation of it that would lose in power or significance if 
for self we substitute Christ? I repeat my proposition. 
There is far too much self-respect in the world today. 


Your friend, 
A Farm Moraes. 
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LESSON 9. MARCH 3. THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Internation] Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 16 : 13-20; Mark 4: 26-32; Romans 12: 4-8; Ephesians I : 15-23; 
2:13-22; 4: 4-6, 11-16; 5: 22-27; 1 Timothy 3:15 
Golden Text.—So we, who are many, are one body in Christ.—Rom. 12: 5 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation 
By water and the Word: 
From Heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 
—Samuel J. Stone. 


ROM the consideration of the individual believer 
Fv: pass to the thought of his relationship to 
God saves us singly. Buc he does not 
leave us to live singly. The Christian life is essentially 
one to be lived out. in fellowship with others. Hence 
we pass this week naturally to the study of what the 
Bible has to teach about the Church. 


Verse by. Verse fn 

Mark 4:26.—So is the kingdom of God. This is 
the only parable that is peculiar to Mark. A man. 
In this parable the sower somewhat recedes into the 
background. It is the property of the seed upon which 
attention is focused. Yet at the same time there are 
other elements in the parable that are of importance. 
Note the intervention of the sower and the reaper, 
obviously the same person. These represent the Lord 
Jesus himself. 

Verse 27.—Should sleep and rise. This is not to 
be read as a description of God, for it cannot be 
reconciled with the idea of his conservirig activity 
(Col. 1:17). i 


others. 


It is merely a detail belonging to the 
structure of the picture. 

Verse 28.—The carth beareth fruit. The main point 
of the parable is just here. There is a co-relation 
between the seed and- the soil which results in the 
production of the fruit. The great thing the man has 
to do is to bring together these mutually adap.ed 
things. And in the spiritual realm there is the same 
kind of adaptation. The mind of man is related to the 
truth as the soil is to the seed. First the blade. There 
is progression and gradation in the process. God waits 
for the ripening of his purposes. And even two thou- 
sand years is but an instant in the great day of eter- 
nity. So let our impatience rest upon our trust in him 
and his wisdom. He will not delay to terminate the 
reign of sin one hour longer than needs be 


Verse 29.—When the fruit is ripe. Better, allows, 
as margin. This word coupled with the following 
straightway is perhaps intended ‘to hint at the eagerness 
of God to reach the consummation of all things. The 
sickle. This figure indicates whatever means the Lord 
Jesus may use to gather his people to himself when 
he comes. These means are described as his own 
voice (1 Thess. 4:16). Also it seems as if- angelic 
forces will be employed (Matt. 13:39). It is idle to 
be curious as to what is the relation between these two 
instruments, for the Word is silent about it. But at 
any rate the variety of the figures used may serve to 
remind us that the Lord’s resources are infinite and 
that he will employ whatever may be necessary for 
the accomplishment of his purposes. 

Verse 31.—A grain of mustard seed. For the com- 
parison between the growth of an earthly kingdom and 
of a tree see Daniel 4: 10-27. Mustard seed is three 
times mentioned by our Lord, and each time with 
reference to the smallness of its seed (Matt. 17:20; 
Mark 4:31; Luke 17:6). From these passages it 
seems clear that “Small as a grain of mustard seed” 
was a common proverbial expression of which Christ 
made use. Upon the earth. The mustard seed is not 
the least of all the seeds in the world, but it is the 
least of those the husbandman was accustomed to sow. 

It is to be nofed that. both these parables refer to 
the kingdom of God and not primarily to the Church. 
The kingdom of Heaven or the kingdom of God means 
two things: (1) The presence and authority of God 
as our King here and now. (2) The presence and 
rule of God hereafter (Dr. Griffith Thomas). Fur- 
ther, the kingdom of Heaven generally refers to the 
reign of Christ on earth after his return. The Church 
of God is distinct from either of these. For our 
present lesson we need not trouble the pupils too 
minutely with the differences. It may suffice to point 
out that for all practical purposes the kingdom. of 
God as defined by Dr. Griffith Thomas is embodied in 
the Church. There are limitations to these statements, 
but this need not concern us just now. 

Ephesians 1: 22.—All things in subjection (cf. Heb. 
2:8). Head over all things to the church. The sim- 


plest explanation of these words is that God gave his 


Devotional Reading : Ephesians 4: 11-16. 
Primary Topic: Serving God in Our Church. 
Lesson Material: Actgg2: 41-47; Ephesians 1 : 22; 
11-16, 
Memory Verse: As ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye also to them likewise.— Luke 6: 31. 
Junior Topic: Serving God in Our Church. | 
Lesson Material; Acts 2: 41-47; Ephesians 1 
11-16. 
Memory Verse: With good will doing service, as unto the 
Lord, and not unto men.—Eph. 6: 7. 


7 
nomaioe and Senior Topic: The Meaning of Church Mem- 


Topic fer Young People and Adults: The Nature and Function 
of the’Christian Church. 


4: 4-6, 


2 225 4: 46, 
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} 
The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
ark 4: 26-32; Eph. 1 : 22, 23; 4: 4-6, 11-16 


Mark 4:26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if 
a man should cast seed upon the earth; 27 and should sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed should spring up and 
grow, he knoweth not how. 28 The earth ' beareth fruit of 
herself; first the blade, then the ear, then, the full grain in 
the ear. 29 But when the fruit *is ripe, straightway he 
% putteth forth the sickle, because the harvest is come. 

3e And he said, How shall we liken the kingdom of God? 
or in what parable shall we set it forth? 31‘ It is like a 
grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown upon the 
earth, thoughsit be less than all the seeds that are upon 
the earth, 32 yet when it is sown, groweth up, and be- 
cometh greater than all the herbs, and putteth out great 
branches; so that the birds of the heaven can lodge under 
the shadow thereof. 


Eph. 1: 22 And he put all things in subjection under his 
feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church, 
23 which is his body, the fulmess of him that filleth all in 
al 


4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as also ye 
were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, cne 
faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is 
over all, and through all, and in all. . 


11 And he gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 for the 
perfecting of the saints, unto the work of ministering, unto 
the building up of the body of Christ: 13 till we all attain unto 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ: 14 that we may be no longer chil- 
dren, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the 
wiles of error; 15 but ® speaking truth in love, may grew 
up in all things into him, who is the head, even Christ; 
16 from whom all the body fitly framed and knit together 
*through that which“ every joint supplieth, according to 
the working in due measure of each several part, maketh 
be increase of the body unto the building up of itself in 
love. 

1Or, yieldeth. Or, alloweth. *%Or, sendeth, forth. 

*Gr., As unto. ®Or, dealing truly. °Gr., through every 

joint of the supply. 

Words shown in the text in light-face’type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Versio 

in italic, and are supplied to make sense. . 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








The Fields of God 
By Amos R. Wells 


| be and far the fields are stretching, far beyond 
our measuring line, and the Gospel plow is 
running and the ground is harrowed fine, and the 
busy planters hasting in their eager, loving speed, 
press their steps along the furrow, pouring in the 
plenteous seed. Far and far the,fields are lying in 
the fructifying rays; patiently the fields are waiting, 
dewy nights and brooding days; in the dark the 
> seeds are waiting as the golden days are spun, trust- 
ing winter, trusting springtime, trusting,storm and 
trusting sun. Then, the Master fully knowing 
when his harvest should appear, steadily the fields 
are greening, first the blade and then the ear; splen- 
didly the life is bursting from the warmly opening 
sod; happily the fields are rising to the welcome of 
their God. There are tares amid the wheat stalks ? 
Never mind them, let them grow till the reapers in 
the harvest with their sharpened sickles go. Here 
are oats and there is barley, here is wheat and there 
is rye:. many grains make bounteous harvest for the 
reapers by and by. Do the locusts blot the sun- 
light with a sudden cloud of death? Does the 
dread sirocco threaten with a blast of torrid breath? 
There’s a life amid the rootlets that will evermore 
endure; theres Protection in the heavens, and the 
harvesting is sure! Ah, the glory and the beauty of 
the far-extending fields! Ah, the heaps of shining 
blessedness the trusting tillage yields! What joy 
to be a toiler in the planting of the Word! What 
bliss to be a sharer in the harvest of the Lord! 





‘the one great foundation (Eph. 2:20). 














Son to be the sovereign Head of the Church. 

Verse 23.—Which is his body. So that Christ in 
the Church is Head over all things. It is not.merely 
that the Lord Jesus Christ is head over all things in 
Heaven and earth, but he as the head of his Church, 
is that Head. In other words, that headship is to be 
exercised ultimately through his Church (ct. Rev. 2: 
26). 

Ephesians 4: 4.—There is one body. That is a fact, 
resting upon the fact.of the one Spirit. It is the Holy 
Spirit who makes the Church, and he makes only one 
Church. Men cannot. make a church one. All human 
schemes of church union are unnecessary. For there 
is and can be but one Church. Our part is to recog- 
nize this and to act upon it. 

Within the unity of the one Church there have 
grown up the great evangelical denominations and sec- 
tions. Every one of these has been a matter of his- 
tory raised up by God to be witness to some aspect of 
the truth which was in danger of being forgotten or 
misunderstood. Thus each of the sects was called as 
part of the one Church in so far as it rests upon 
Such sects, 
as members of the one body, ought not to be warring 
or competing with one another, but striving together 
for the faith of the Gospel (Phil. 1:27). 


Verse 11.—Apostles. The word has a special sense, 
referring to one of thé twelve disciples; and a more 
general sense, referring to any missionary (Acts 14: 
14). Prophets. Similarly, this word has two mean- 
ings: a miraculous one including the gift of foretelling 
(Acts 11:27, 28) and a non-miraculous one (cf. 1 
Cor. 14:3). Evangelists. Such men also, in the earlier 
days at any rate, were not without special instances of 
miraculous intervention in their work. Compare Philip 
in Acts 8. 

These.first three offices all implied an itinerant min- 
istry. But the last two, pustors and teachers, imply a 
settled and resident ministry. The form of the sentence 
perhaps indicates that both these functions were the 
work of the same individuals. At any rate, we Sun- 
day-school workers come in here. We are both pastors 
and teachers. We are pastors when we go visiting 
our pupils and seek out the absentees; we are teachers 
when we have gathered them together into our classes. 

Verse. 12.—For the perfecting of the saints. The 
object of these gifts of God is to produce a Church 
worthy of the name. Perfecting refers primarily to 
character. The work of ministering refers, of course, 
to service. Whether among adults or children, that is 
to be the twofold result of our work for which we are 
to look. The building up of the body. (1) By the 
addition of new members and (2) by the growth in 
character of those who are already members. From 
the following verses it seems as if the second mean- 
ing were the one chiefly in view here. 

Verse 14.—The babe in Christ is to grow up. And 
such growth is to result in stability of conviction and 
fixity of character. ° 


A Lesson Outline 

1. The origin of the Church —the miracle work of 
Christ (Mark 4: 26-32; Eph. 1:22, 23) 

2. The unity of the Church (Eph. 4: 4-6) 


3. The personal activity of Church members within 
the circle of that unity (Eph. 4: 11-16) 


Golden Topics 
1. The seed is the Word. 
2. Every Christian is a miracle. 


3. We are born one by one, and born again one by 
one, 


4. “It is not good that the man should be alone” 
(Gen. 2:18). “God setteth the solitary in families” 
(Psa. 68:6). “The Lord added together . . . those 
that were being saved” (Acts 2:47). The new con- 
verts are helped by the older. Their experience and 
faith and sympathy count for much with the younger 
ones. And the younger ones help the older. . Their 
presence in the church is a continual incentive to the 
renewal of first love. When a tree stops growing it 
begins to die. And when a church stops growing it 
begins to die. 


The Practical Aim 


It is most important ih this lesson to keep our pri- 
mary aim clear. Nothing can take the place of per- 
sonal salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is fatally possible for us to become members of a 
church without ever becoming members of Christ. We 
need to emphasize very distinctly the fact that the 
young Christian’s relation to the church is secondary, 
while his relationship to Christ is primary. The sec- 
ondary relation, however, is important if only because 





Lesson for March 3 


it is the Lord’s appointment for us. So our secondary 
practical aim this week will be to inculcate in our 
pupils the importance and meaning of Gospel team- 
work. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
+) 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


7 HAT principle of the kingdom of Heaven is empha- 
sized in the parables studied today? 

2. Who is shown as responsible for the growth of the 
Church (or the kingdom) ? 

3. What is man’s part in God’s great program of in- 
crease? 

4. Where is the first mention of the Church, by that 
name, in the New Testament, and by whom was it made? 

5. What books of the New Testament treat most fully 
the subject of the Church, under that exact title? 

6. What book teaches most of the duties and manage- 
ment of the Church? 

7. How’ many individual churches are spoken of by 
name or location in the New Testament, by the close of 
the first century of Christianity ? 

8. How does the Scriptural idea of the Church differ 
from the popular idea? 

9. What figures of speech are most frequently used in 
the New. Testament ‘as symbols of the Church? 

tro. What is implied in the term “member” of the 
Church? 

11. Ig the relation to Christ as Head of the Church 
just a figure of speech or do you regard it as a reality? 
( Personal.) 

12. What statements of Scripture refer to the Church 
as a building? 

13. If the Church is a divine institution, why is it weak 
and faulty? 


14. What is the hope for a humanly imperfect church? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
\veek are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Church.—The church, which is his body, the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all (Eph. 1; 22, 23). 
We are in perfect health when we do not know we 
have the parts of our body. When every part func- 
tions in the way the Creator of it intended. We do 
not know we have teeth until they get sensitive, nor 
feet until they hurt, nor stomach until it aches, nor 
head until it throbs. And so on, for all the rest of 
the parts that make up this affair in which we live. 
Affair! Let’s call it what Heaven calls it, a “temple.” 
Are we not told that thi wonderful body is some day 
to be fashioned after His glorious body? (1 Cor. 3: 
16, 17; Phil. 3:21.) Paul tells us that the Church 
is Christ’s body. The quéstion at once arises, How 
are we functioning as a Church? In these days there 
is much ill advised criticism of the Church in certain 
quarters. Professor Miller over at Swarthmore tells 
us there are spots on the sun, but over here at Coates- 
ville the sun shines right on, and Uncle Billy Watson 
is not having any concern as to seedtime and harvest, 

just bought another farm. I have browsed 
—note, “browsed” — somewhat over history all down 
the centuries, especially the Anno Domini centuries, 
and I cry with cap in air, “Hurrah for the Church!” 
There is room for improvement in the Church 
as in other things of earth. My radiola is fine — go- 
ing downstairs now as I write —but listen! that’s old 
Mr. Static butting in on the music. Old Aunt Betsy, 
my auto, is a peach, but the other day when we were 
all dressed up with a place to go in a hurry Chester, 
the chauffeur, said, “A flat tire.” Her Majesty cried, 
“Why doesn’t somebody invent a flatless tire!” The 
day is coming when the Head of the Church will pre- 
sent her “faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy” (Jude 24). 


Time Changes Things.—One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all (4:5, 6). The 
Church seems to be filling this specification pretty well, 
unless perhaps in the matter of “one baptism” — or 
rather, I should say in the manner of baptism. My 
Quaker forbears claimed the rite was a strictly spiritual 
erdinance, that real water was no more necessary than 
in the Lord’s Supper the bread was flesh and the wine 
blood. They magnified the office of the Holy Spirit in 
these things. They depended upon this “Inner Light” to 
guide them in living and in worship. They could have 
pointed to their beautiful and peaceful and simple and 
long, happy lives as an exhibit in the case. Some 
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folks think the only real baptism is to go to the water- 
side and be immersed. Others substitute a pool under 
the pulpit where one joins the church by being put 
under the water in the name of the Father and Son 
and Holy Ghost — a most beautiful and impressive cere- 
mony. Other folks think such a baptism is a. failure 
unless the candidate is immersed three times, once for 
Father, once for Son, and once for Holy Ghost. “A 
Triune baptism,” they call it. Then there are those 
who claim that it is only necessary to have a few 
drops of water on the head with the formula, “I bap- 
tize thee in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.” 


The “Church Unity” Solution.—He gave some to 
be apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers (4:11). God shows 
his love to the race by making us all different and yet 
in the same image. While he has fashioned our hearts 
alike — he says so and I believe it, see Psalm 33: 15, 
—the other parts of us are different. That is why dif- 
ferent sorts of church societies are needed and why 
sects are all right. The Episcopalian churchman is 
shocked and grieved at the loud and grammarless 
prayer of the earnest and uncultivated railroader as 
he pours out his heart to God. On the other hand, 
the railroader is quite persuaded that the prim and 
proper and undemonstrative Episcopalian is only a 
belonger and is too cold to be religious. As he puts 
it, quoting John Hickman, “The Episcopal Church 
never interferes with politics or religion, that’s why 
I like it.’ The Salvation Army with its clashing 
band and noise and street solicitation would not suit 
some readers of this paper, yet the Salvation Army 
is a most useful and blessed member of Christ’s body. 
While the Episcopal Church is back of some of the 
most efficient rescue missions of our great cities, our 
heads are different if our hearts are not. We do not 
all think alike. Remember that old story I told you 
a while back? “We don’t all think alike,” said the 
man. “If everybody thought as I do. everybody would- 
have wanted my wife.” “Yes,” replied his friend, “and 
if everybody thought as I do nobody would have had 
her.” That is how the fight began! In Coatesville 
we have solved the church unity problem. We have a 
population of about fifteen thousand people, with many 
colored folks and foreigners. We church folks have 
gone together and created a five hundred thousand 
dollar Y. M. C. A. plant. We have a membership of 
twenty-six hundred men and boys. Every Sunday 
afternoon, except in summer, we have in our audi- 
torium, which seats nearly two thousand, meetings 
that are attended by from one thousand to two thou- 
sand people. We have a three hundred and fifty acre 
farm on Chesapeake Bay for a summer camp. All 
the churches are back of this enterprise and the man- 
agement is in the hands of “apostles, prophets, evan- 
gelists, pastors and teachers,” so to speak.’ 

CoaTEsvitie, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF PrEParaTion.—Bring the 
pupils into a frame of mind favorable to the les- 
son to be presented. 











P. THE proper presentation of the lesson there is 
likely to arise one obstacle rather difficult to over- 
come because it is rooted in the principle of appercep- 
tion. Briefly put it is this: The lesson presents the 
Church as a spiritual organism, and most people have 
been accustomed to thinking of it as a denominational 
organization. Hence the necessity for a recognition 








Lesson Calendar 
The complete list of Internatidénal Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

8. February 24.—Christian Growth. John 1 : 40-42; 
Matthew 16: 15-18; John 21 : 15-19; Luke 2 : 40, 52; 
Ephesians 4: 11-16; Philippians 1:6, 9-11; 3 : 12- 

e 16; Colossians 1 : 9-11; Hebrews 6: a-3 

9. March 3.—The Christian Church. Matthew 16 : 13- 

20; Mark 4: 26-32; Romans 12: 4-8; Ephesiahs 1: 
15-23; 2 : 13-22; 4:46, 11-16; 5S : 22-27; 
1 Timothy 3:15 

10. March 10.—Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. Mat- 
thew 3: 13-17; 28:19, 20; Acts 2:38, 41; Romans 

21-14; 1 Corinthians 11 : 23-29 

11. March 17.—The Christian Sabbath. Genesis 2:2, 3; 
Exodus 20 : 8-11; Matthew 12: 1-14; 28: 1-10; John 
20:19; Acts 20:7; Romans 14: 4-6; Revelation 1:10 

12, March 24.—Stewardship and Missions. Genesis 12: 

1-3; Deuteronomy 8 : 17, 18; Jonah 3 : 1-10; Malachi 
3:7-12; Matthew 28: 18-20; Acts 1 :6-8; 13: 1-33 
26 :12-20; Romans 1 : 14-16; 1 Corinthians 16: 2; 

. 2 Corinthians 8 : 1-15; 9: 3-15 

13. March 31.—The Future Life. (Easter Lesson.) Mat- 

thew 25: 31-46; Mark 12:26, 27; Luke 24: 1-12; 
John 14 : 2-6; 1 Corinthians 15 : 3-20, 50-58; 1 Thes- 
salonians 4 : 13-18; Revelation 22 : 1-5 
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of the principle suggested. It is to be assumed that 
the ordinary Adult class at least will be in an emotional 
frame of mind for the presentation of the lesson, but 
for the reason just given it is probable that there 
will need to be an intellectual preparation. ‘This prep- 
aration will, of course, need to recognize the idea 
already in the mind of the class and work out from 
it. It will not be difficult to show-that we are accus- 
tomed.to speak of the church building as the church 
when we all know, after a moment’s thought, that 
it is the members who constitute the church. This 
gives us the essential idea that the Church is living 
and vital, not dead material or mechanism. The figure 
of the body rather than a building makes it possible 
to present Christ as the Head and to bring out the 
real significance of the term “member” which we are 
likely to use without thinking of this vital reference. 
This will make it possible to present practically all 
the characteristics of the Church which the Scriptures 
give and which the lesson sets forth. Growth, unity, 
differences of function among the members, indwelling 
of the Spirit, the relation of love between Christ and 
the members and between the members themselves, 
the function of the Church to be obedient to the will 
of the Head,—all this and more may be developed 
when the right point of view is attained. 
Huntinopon, Pa. 


w 
The Ilustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
wr and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a_ leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
itors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The arogge | School Times three 


full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than Pe Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Text are also 


The Language of Home.—For through him we both 
have our access in one Spirit unto the Father (Eph. 
2:18). A Hindu and a New Zealander met upon the 
deck of a missionary ship. They had been converted 
from their heathenism and were brothers in Christ, 
but they could not speak to each other. They pointed 
to their Bibles, shook hands, and smiled; but that was 
all. At last a happy thought occurred to the Hindu. 
With sudden joy, he exclaimed, “Hallelujah.” The 
New Zealander, in delight, cried out “Amen.” Those 
two words, not found in their own heathen tongues, 
were to them the beginning of “one language and one 
speech."—From The Heart and Life. Sent by J. A. 
Valis, M.A., Orlova, Czechoslovakia. 


The Modern Church’s Mistake.—For the perfecting 
of the saints (4:12). My quarrel with the modern 
church is that it is devoting all its energies to an at- 
tempt to get the prodigal a better job in the far coun- 
try; but they leave him in the far country!—From 
the Rev. T. T. Shields, in The Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio, 


Not Inviting to Doubts.—And of the knowledge of 
the Son of God (4:13). Said Charles H. Spurgeon: 
“My dear friends, where there is a warm-hearted 
church you do not hear of doubts. They do not come 
near; it is too warm. I never saw a fly alight on a 
red-hot plate.”—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


Unanimous.—So we, who are many, are one body 
in Christ (Golden Text). George Macdonald, in one 
of his books, tells of two children who prayed the fol- 
lowing prayer: “O Lord, tell Sandy and me what to 
ask for. We're unanimous.” They got up from their 
knees. They had said what they had to say; why say 
more? Would that all ChriSt@ms could be unanimous! 
—Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


When Fences Vanish.—So we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ (Golden Text). One who went 
up in a balloon said that as he rose the fences that di- 
vided the country into farms and fields faded out, until 
soon he saw only one beautiful landscape of meadow, 
field, and forest, with winding stream and river shin- 
ing in rich loveliness beneath the pure sky. So it is 
as we rise higher to God in love and faith; the fences 
that divide his Church grow smaller and smaller un- 
til they vanish altogether. We are all one, “each 
giving to the other’s need, each helping on the other’s 
best, and blessing each as’ well as blest.”—From J. R. 
Miller, D.D. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


A Real Brotherhood.—So we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ (Golden Text). Two brothers 
were on the Continent spending a holiday. One was an 
earnest Christian, the other an unconverted Free- 
mason. English-like, they made tracks for the nearest 
fellow countryman, who happened to be the vet- 
eran missionary Harry Payne. The Christian and 
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the missionary were “at home” at once, 
one telling how the work of God pros- 
pered in the old country, the other telling 
of the work of God’s grace on the Con- 
tinent. After some friendly intercourse 
they left. Once the street was reached 
the Mason inquired of his brother: “I 
say, John, where did you meet.that gen- 
tleman before?” ““Never saw him before 
in my _ life,” replied the Christian. 
“What!” exclaimed the Mason, “you 
never saw him before, and yet the last 
half hour you have been_like brothers? 
Why, John, this beats Masonry.” Yes, 
there is a bond above all bonds, “we, who 
are many, are one body in Christ.”—Sent 


by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 
bd 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we pray that thou wilt give us a deeper 
love for the Church, {hou hast given 
us privileges, the blessing of which we only 
dimly understand. May we have a new ap- 
preciation of what the Church really means 
to us and to others, and when we gather 


together with God’s people for worship, and 


for praise, and for instruction, may we re- 
member that all this is from thee, and that 
our lives would be desolate and far from 


complete, if we knew nothing of the Church 


with all its blessed privileges and activity. 
Some of us may yet be holding back from 
taking our stand with others 
membership. 


our obligation to thee, by the great opportu- 


nities that belong to those whe are members 
of this marvelous institution set forth for 
us in thy Word: May we not be reluctant to 
serve in any way to which thou dost call 


us in this thy service, and may we be ear- 

nest and true in leading others 

same high privilages. 
Peau 


name of our Lor s. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There is a_ little 
church in Idaho that is standing in the 
open plain, excepting for a screen of trees 





: HRIST 
SERVE ¢ IN THE 
/ HURCH 


WILL YOU ? 











that protect the building from sand storms 
in the summer, and blizzards in the win- 
ter. The minister of this little church 
lives one hundred miles away from it. He 
comes there and opens up the building, 
builds a fire if need be, plays the organ, 
leads the singing, and does the preaching. 
Do you suppose the people around there 
would like to have that little church 
given up? No indeed! They would miss 
it’: more than they could say if it were 
gone. They have strengthened the build- 
ing with cross-beams in order to keep 
it from blowing away, and they know 
what a desolate place their neighborhood 
would be without that. little church. Have 
you thought what your neighborhood 
would be like if no church existed any- 
where near it? And yet some of us hesi- 
tate so long before we accept Christ as 
our Saviour, and unite with the church 
for which he gave himself! Why hesi- 
tate? Why not decide today to say “yes” 
to our loving Saviegsy and take our 
place with his people? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Under the Blood.” 

“N othing Between.” 

“I n the Cross of Christ.” 

“T ake My Life, and Let It Be.” 
“Y e Must Be Born Again.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“One Lord Confessing” (270: 1, 2). 
Psalm 
“Prepare Ye the Way” (274: 1, 3). 
Psalm 135 : 1-3. 


133 2 1-3. 


“In His Service” (309 : 1, 3) 


Psalm 149: 1, 4-9. 
*O All Ye Peoples” (141 : 1-3). 


in church 
Oh, we pray thee that our 
hearts may be touched by our own need, by 


into the 
We ask this in the 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Matthew 16: 13-20; Acts 2: 
41-47; Ephesians 1: 22; 4 : 4-6, 11-16, 


walk with his disciples, and he wanted so 
much for these friends to believe in him 
truly that he asked them plainly who they 
thought he was. Simon, of’ whom we 
studied in our last week’s lesson, an- 
swered for the whole group: “Thou art 
the Christ, the son of the living God.” 
It made the Lord glad to know that 
Simon and the other disciples really be- 
lieved that he was the world’s Saviour. 
He came to save the world from sin, and 
one day he shall be the world’s rightful, 
righteous King. While he waits for his 
kingdom, he is building his Church. Ex- 
plain that his Church does not mean some 
special denomination, but it includes all 
denominations, and that he loves every 
group of true believers. 

For our lesson today, let us study about 
his Church, and see how it is being built. 
When we build a church we first have a 
plan, and we find-all of the Lord’s won- 
derful plans for his Church in an old, old 
Book. Who can tell the name of this 
Book? 

After finding a plan, perhaps the chil- 
dren can tell what is done next. Yes, 
we must dig out a foundation; and for 
the Church, the Lord will build only on 





that when the Lord said: “Upon this 
rock I will build my church,” he meant 
himself. He is the true foundation of 
the Church. 


others. With them he placed the prophets, 


ing strong and steadfast. 


Once the Lord Jesus was taking a long | 


a foundation of solid rock, because it ! 
must be so strong. Explain to the class ' 


On this solid rock the Lord began to build | 
with the disciples, who first believed on 
him, and who told the Good News to 


who had believed on him long before and 
had told of his coming. These disciples 
and prophets, standing on the Solid Rock, 
form the foundation on which the Church 
is built, but the Solid Rock is the chief 
corner stone, and makes the whole build- 











Psalm 66: 8-12, 16-20. 


When the disciples began to tell the 
News, many other people believed 


on the Lord Jesus, and they became little 
stones, 
Church. The first time Peter preached 
three thousand people believed, and we 
are told that the Lord added to the 
Church daily such as were being saved. 
So we see that the Church grew very 
fast in those early days. 


too, and were built into the 


The people 


loved each other truly, and worked to- 
gether very happily. 

We do not know when the Church will 
be finished. But we do know that the 
i Lord Jesus who gave himself for the 
| Church wants us to be busy telling others 

about him. He wants each stone to be 
| polished and shining, so that the glorious 
| light of his love can shine through that 
; those who do not know about him may be 
| drawn to him. 

| In the next to the last chapter in the 
Bible, one of the Lord’s disciples gives” 
us a picture of the Church after it has 
grown into a city fair and great, and he 
says, “Her light was like unto a stone 
most precious.” 

Sing “The Solid Rock.” 

Curnton, S. C; 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Church membership is not (1) a pro- 
fession of natural goodness, or (2) ac- 
quired perfection in the Christian life, 
or (3) a renouncing of right human rela- 
tions and activities. 

2. Church membership is rather (1) a 
confession of human weakness and need 
of a Saviour, (2) a training school in 
Christian living, and (3) fellowship with 
other followers, of Jesus Christ with (4) 
avowed loyalty to him and his king- 
dom. 











ee bd why not join the Lord’s church, 
now, Elise, if you truly love him?” 
you may_ask some girl of yeurs, and the 
answer - will come quickly enough, “Oh, 
I am not good enough, yet,” or, “I just 
can’t give up some of the things I love 
most — yet.” A little later in life a third 
answer will be forthcoming, “I don’t see 
much difference between church members 
and others, except that they pretend to. be 
better and are not. I’d rather not pre- 
tend to be what I am not.” And at last, 
“T can follow Jesus just as well outside 
as inside the church, and there are so 
many -things and people in the church I 
disapprove of.” All these answers from 
those who claim they do love the Lord 
Jesus and are trying to follow his teach- 
ings. 

1. If you can clear away some of these 
shallow objections to church membership 
in the minds of your girls, through this 
lesson, you will have made ready for a 











CF: 1Cor: 22: 21. 


Lhe four f4isses Didit decide 
fo have nothing to do with 
common Miss Pollex. 


*“members one 
of another’ 


Rom.12:5 
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good foundation upon which the- Spirit 
can build his temple. Help them to see 
that joining thé church is a confession 
ot need, not of acquirement or goodness ; 
a confession of a sense of sin and weak- 
ness, and faith in a Saviour who can for- 
give sin and supply strength for the 
living he commands. Help them to see 
that the church is not a society of finished 
Christians, to which one should not se¢k 
admission until a high degree of perfec- 
tion is reached; but it is, or should be, 
a training school in the Christian life, 
where the immature or faulty follower 
of Christ can find teaching and training 
that he may grow into the measure ot 
the stature of the fullness of Christ. How 
many childreti) sincere believers in Christ 
Jesus, are kept out of the church by par- 
ents or elders who have failed to catch 
this view of the church. Jesus surely 
did not wait till Peter and John and Mat- 
thew and Philip were all “perfect” be- 
fore he commissioned them as his first 
Church-body to carry his evangel to all 
the world. It was in the carrying out 
of his commands, together, that they 
grew into those apostolic patterns of faith 
and practice we now see in them. 

As for giving up loved “things” of 
all sorts, none can claim to love Jesus, 
whether in or out of his church, who still 
cling to what they know wounds him or 
misrepresents him to others. If there is 
genuine love for him, there will be a 
corresponding eagerness to bring no re- 
proach upon his name, or his Body, the 
Church. 


2. But negative teachings are merely 
clearing the ground for the real task. 
‘Help your girls to see the glorious things 
sincere church membership means: (1) 
following the initial confession of a need 
for a Saviour,.and acceptance of his sal- 
vation from recognized sin, the church 
offers (2) such training in Christian liv- 
ing as can be given nowhere else; and (3) 
fellowship not only with other lovers of 
Christ than which earth offers nothing 
purer or more ennobling, but (4) such 
a closeness to the Lord Jesus, the lover 
of souls, as even he cannot give through 
any other relationship. Would your girls 
know Christ ever better and better? He 
has made promises to and through his 
church not approached outside it. He can- 
not give her what she longs for and what 
he longs to confer through any other | 
channels. Is not this glorious enough to 
bury forever any lingering regrets over 
the little sacrifices (?) they may make 
to “walk in white” as members of his 
Body here on earth? 


Home Study 
Memorizing Ephesians 5: 22-27 ought 
to remove all doubts as to the place of the 
Church in the-mind of Christ, or in the 
minds of any of his followers. 
Decatur, GA. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Honoring Christ’s Body. 

Discussion: What are the various tasks 
that a young fellow can perform in the 
church, the Sunday-school, the Young 
People’s departments? 

Objective: An effective unit on God's 
great tearm. 


AY, fellows, last week we studied 
Christiar Growth. It was an inspir- 
ing thought that the genius of Christian 
faith is growth: in the individual life — 
growth in grace, in love, in power, and 
in achievement. ~ 
But God, in his wisdom and love, has so 
arranged matters that there is additional 
joy for us in achievement through team- 
work. Now, fellows, get this straight. 
The Church is an organization, first of 
all, for«the glory of God. It is called 
the “bride” of Christ (John 3:29; Rev. 
22:17), and it is called the “body of 
Christ” (1 Cor. 12:27). And Christ is 
the “head of the church” (Eph. 5: 23). 
Let’s bear these figures in mind, so that 
we may not lose sight of the fact that the 
Church is to be honored in every way we 





can honor it, for thus we honor Jesus 

















Lesson for March 3 








Never before 
such travel value! 


46-DAY 


ME DIFERRANEAN 
CRUISES ..- 


Including Holy Land and 


Egypt 395 For lessthan $9 aday 
you can actually spend 46 never-to-be- 
forgotten days in the Mediterranean. 
For the first time in tourist-travel his- 
- toryitisreally cheaper togothan to stay 
‘at home. Make the dream of a lifetime 
come true in 1929. Sail TOURIST 
Third Cabin on a famous cruising 
liner. See Madeira, Gibraltar, Algiers, 
Monaco, Naples, Athens, Constantin- 











ople, Haifa, N: Jer Alex- 
andria, Cairo, Sy A d 

tions reserved exclusively for tourists 
—clergymen, teachers, dents, pro- 
£ 2 , and h 7 Z Stop- 





overs arranged. Many ‘optional side 

excursions, including the Holy. Land 

and Egypt. ap 
S.S. Adriatic, Feb. 28. 
S.S. Laurentic, Mar. 9. 


F ro formation address 
No. y wth ant ‘New York, or 
any authorized steamship agent. 


WHITE STAR LINE 


International Mercantile Marine Company 

















AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


UNANSWERABLE BOOKS 


Will help you Jaugh at misfits and contradic- 
tions of evolution and modernism. Jocko-!iomo 
Heavenbound, Puddle to Paradise, Toadstool 
Among the Tombs, Alibi Lullaby By-by, The 
Gee-Haw of the Medern Jehu, Rastus Agustus Ex- 
lains Evolution, Seven Thunders of Millennial Dawn. 
Last mentioned is a ausprieing: exposé of Russellism. 
African missionary writes, ‘“‘ When I have time, I re 
-them again and again.” America’s best known evan- 
gelist commends them. We estimate we have sold 
,000 to ministers. Many evangelists sell them. Each 
co 20c tpaid. “ When Snakes Kegan to Nurse 














Their Young’ and “ Cousin’s Day at the Zoo” (each 8 
pages) free with $x order. Homo Pub. Co., Rogers,O. 


5000 Vorxess WANTED 
© to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books 
and handsome velvet Scripture mottoes. 
Good comm 








Send for Free Catalog and Price List 


[GEORGE W. NOBLE, PUBLISHER 
Dept. 6M, Monon Bidg., Chicago, Ill. 

















Don’t forget to Shampoo 
your hair to-night with 


Cuticura Soap 


You will be delighted with its fragrance and 
efficiency. Send jor samples and direétions for using 
Address: “‘Cuticura,”” Dept. D, Malden, Mass. 











When answering advertisements, please 
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Christ who is its Head. I am keen to 
say this, fellows, because I have heard 
people say that they could be just as good 
Christians outside the church. as in ‘it; 
and they point to the fact that there are 
hypocrites in the church. There are, 
doubtless, hypocrites in the church; be- 
cause the church on earth is made up of 
human beings, and humanity is not per- 
fect. But this does not justify us in re- 
fusing to become members of the church. 
Remember that even among the twelve 
apostles chosen by our Lord there was 
one bad one—even Judas Iscariot who 
betrayed him and died a suicide. 

But the teamwork feature.of the church 
is what should appeal to you fellows who 
know so well that a team can accomplish 
vastly more than an individual; and who 
know that a team can grow day by day 
in efficiency as its members practice to- 
gether. The church offers you the best’ 
means to expand and to multiply your 
output of good. Even though there is in 
it the element of human frailty and hu- 
man selfishness, yet the Spirit of God is 
in it, too; and he saves it and nourishes 
it and makes it grow strong and effective. 
To help you understand this growing 
principle, Jesus told the two parables 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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quoted in our lesson text today. The 
kingdom of God is like a man sowing 
grain —then rests; and while he sleeps, 
the grain swells and sprouts and shoots 
up and makes a harvest, he knoweth not 
how. Also the kingdom of Heaven is 
like the little mustard seéd sown into the 
ground, which springs up and makes a 
spreading tree. 

And to boil it all down to the practical 
thing for you and me to know, fellows 


—and for us to act upon, —the church 


tiply our own ifdividual usefulness. After 
all, the thing that is going to give you 
the greatest satisfaction, the greatest joy, 
is some day the realization that you have 
pulled a good oar in the enterprise that 
has meant most for progress and right- 
eousness—most to yourself, to. your 
friends, to, your community, to the big 
world in which you live. The church of- 
fers you that. So give yourself to Jesus 
Christ through the church. When the 
church leaders offer you a task, go to- it; 


always come at once. 

Remember, the Spirit has a large part. 
The man sowed the seed —that was his 
part; then he slept; but in the night, while 
he rested, the seed grew. Sunshine, rain, 
warmth, and moisture — the man could not 
produce these, though they were absolutely 
necessary to the harvest. But they were 
forthcoming. The mustard seed was very 
small; it seemed so little a thing to plant 
it; but God blessed it and it became a 
tree for shelter and delight. Your little 
part in the church’s life may seem very 
small and insignificant, compared to some 
mighty thing some other fellow is doing, 
but do your best, invest it with prayer, 
and the Holy Spirit will take care of 
what it grows into. One day you will 
rejoice. You honored Christ’s Body, you 
adorned his Bride, you did your part — 
and lo, the harvest; you never thought 
it could be! But there it is, beautiful 
and fine! The Master of the harvest is 
pleased, — and you are a happy fellow. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
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Be one of the feet to make $15 
my new money- 






ew paten sine. 

tastener locks Ced-O- 

Bag securely and per- 
Manently against 


tion means an.order—every order ' 
moths. 


means $2 to $4 profit! No deliv- 
eries or collections. ‘The easies:, © 
fastest, surest way to make money 
you ever saw or heard of. 


A brand new money-maker 

Ced-O-Bags are already known 
from coast to coast as the sure 
way, to protect clothing, etc., from 
moths. And now I’m getting them 
outin color! Beautiful bine green 
rose — as well as black! Equipped 
with new patented slide fasteners. 
Also Butterfly Moth Bags made of 
beautiful Egyptian Cretonne in a 
selection of seven color combina- 
tions. Every woman who sees 
them is crazy about them. All 
you have to do is to show ’em, 
write down the orders, and make 
$10—$15—$20 a day! 

Makes $21.00 the first day SS: 

Lock what my representatives are making. Herbert 
Logsdon, Maryland—$18 in one evening. F. M. Lewis 
—$15-30in one day’s spare time. H. ‘I’. Glover—$21-00 
the first day. Hundreds have the same story to tell. 
I’m offering you everything | offered them — and @ 
whole lot more! ‘There’s no reason on earth why you 
can’t take this line out and clean up $100 a week — 
without working Aadfas hard as you do now. 

Get the details at once 

Don’t send me a cent. I don’t want your money. 
Just tell me you’re ready to go after Big Money. I'l! 
do the rest. Write for details today. Don’t wait till 
some one gees off your territory... Get your name in 
AT ONCE. 


Comer Manufacturing Co., Dept. W-659, Dayton, Ohie 
A Whole Year for $1.00! 
tHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure! 


‘**] rejoice all the while in its loyalty to the funda- 
mentals.”” Mrs. L. £.. Stone. ‘Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
GOSPEL TRACTS— jini scone Sect 
ing Gum. Unique, Sernewrel, stesective. Post card 


brings samples. WORLDWIDE DIST. CO., 
(Dept. S.) - on, New York. 




















Just a Few Hammond Specialties 








Neat, Attractive, Showy. 


Department, Hymns, Psalms, Boys, Girls, Bibles. 


$4.00 Postpaid 





r . STERLING SILVER 
CRO’'S PENDANT 
30 cents each, $3.00 
per dezen. The same 
style pendant, heav 
gold electroplate, 2 
cents each, $2:50 per 


what we can do to help you. 





49 East Wells Street, 





‘Sunday School Register 


A Remarkable Success, Something You Need in Your School Room, 


This Register is made of sheet steel, size sixteen inc hes wide, to 
which are attached steel hangers, grooved for receiving slides and 
figures. We furnish with each Register one top piece and five hang- 
ers, with set of 60 figures and SIXTEEN slides as follows: 


Enrollment, Attendance Today, Attendance Last Sandey, 
ance a Year Ago, Offering Today, Offering Last Sunday, Offering a 
Year Ago, Record Offering, Record Attendance, Cradle Roll 


Extra Steel Hangers, price, 35_cents each, postpaid. Extra 
Slides, price 5 centseach. Extra Figures, 40 cents per set of 60. 


We will make to order any other sJides wanted for 25 cents each. 


LATIN CROSSES 


Illustrations show exact sizes of these handsome 
Latin Crosses with clasp pins. The solid silver pins 
are furnished in the plain design only at 30 cents 
each, or $3.00 per dozen. The 12-karat gold 
rolled pins are furnished in either the plain or sun- 
dozen. burst design at 85 cents each. . 


Our new Easter catalogue is now ready. Fr I 
other helpful items for the spring season and daily vacation schools. é 
We specialize in attendance devices and memory helps. Tell us your needs and see 


Get your name on our mailing list and receive our various special day catalogues. 


HAMMOND PUBLISHING COMPANY 
(Dept. E. S.) 


A 
SUNDAY SCHOO) 
REGISTER 





ENROLLMENT 
Attend [ey eaiee 
» Home eiaaaalivie 


TODAY 


ATTENDANCE 
A YEAR AGO 


OFFERING 
A YEAR AGO 





LATIN CROSS CLASP PINS 


Free for the asking. Easter cards, music and 


Milwaukee, Wis. 










































































The Singular Story of “Christian Youth” 


Starting a new periodical is an exploring expedition. You believe there 
is undeveloped country over yonder, and you set out to find it. Very 
likely you do find what you supposed was there,— and other things besides. 
y gn has been the happy experience of the new paper, “Christian 

ou 


For the paper was designed end. iemed to. open up aew- comity i the 
field of Bible study for the teen age boys and girls. 











Many teachers have wanted something that would 
encourage home study of the lesson in a way that 
would not require too much of busy school boys’ and 
school girls’ time, but would cultivate the habit of 
Bible study and make class work more fruitful. 
“Christian Youth” was designed to supply this need. 











And the new paper was planned to be really captivating for the boys 
and girls who might not at first be much interested in its pages, but who 
would turn to it eagerly for other reasons. 


Moreover, “ Christian Youth” was to conform its teachings to the same 
standards that prevail in the conduct of The Sunday School Times. 


What, then, has been the result of this exploration ? 


Ten months have gone since “Christian Youth” was first issued. If 
there ever was any doubt about the need for such a paper, the history 
of these past weeks would settle that doubt. 


“ Christian Youth” now goes into every state and province of North 
America, and into twelve foreign countries. 


It has not been advertised outside the constituency of The Sunday 
School Times, yet it has had a steady growth from the first, and now reaches 
more than 12,000 subscribers. 


And some discoveries have been made. 


For example, even an adult Bible Class leader orders it for the class! 
Parents are taking it for the home. Separate classes in Sunday-schools sub- 
scribe for the class. Schools order it in large quantities. Boys and girls as 
well as their teachers write enthusiastically about it. 


-A\s this announcement goes to press, a young teacher of a class of ten- 
to-thirteen-year-old girls tells the Publishers that her girls-use the new paper 
in many ways. When they come to class sessions they start right i in with a 
discussion of the stories they have read in “‘ Christian Youth.” Then in the 
lesson period the teacher finds the girls already prepared to talk over the 
lesson. “I don’t have to tell them so much. They already know,” she 
says. “And that gives us time to consider the lesson much more personally. 
. The girls take an enthusiastic interest in the lesson, which they have really 
studied in advance. And they do ask questions!” 


A lesson help: that can’do all this for that class under the encourage- 
— of a young teacher can do just the same fine work for other teen age 
asses, 





The singular effectiveness of “ Christian Youth” is in 

its combination of sound Bible teaching, fascinating 

special features, and simple, clear lesson helps for 
home study. 
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Single copies, 
75 cents a year, 
Five or more 
in a package to 
one address, 
52 cents a year. 


Here are the subscription 

rates. And mow is the time 

to subscribe for class or 

school, or for that teen age 

boy or girl to whom you 

would like to send Chris- 
tian Youth. 


Trial subscription, 
rocents for 10 weeks, 
either as single 
copies, or in a 
package in any 
quantity. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of February 24) 

1. Fruit. 

2. Galatians 5: 22. 

3. The character of the fruit (Matt. 7: 
16-18). 

4. Outstanding ones are Peter, ae Paul, 
Martha of ,Bethany, and Mary o 
5. Because he began as such a very ices 
individual and ended such a devoted servant 
of Christ. 

6. His career in the Acts and his Epistles 
are evidence of the progress he had made 
from where he began. 

7. It is from Peter himself, and almost 
the closing ‘word of his second Epistle. 

8. His rebuke of Christ so soon after his 
confession (Matt. 16: 22) and his denial of 
the Lord precedent to the post-resurrection 
interview with the Lord 

9. That of the growing building (1 Cor. 
3: 10-15), for instance, and that of the living 
plant (John 15). 

10, “I am the vine, ye are the branches” 
(John 15). 

11. “And the child grew” (Luke 2: 40) 
and “Jesus increased in wisdom and stature” 
(Luke 2:52) and the “Son .. . learned 
+ « « Obedience” (Heb. 5:8). 

12. To be like him who shall appear (1 
John 3: 2). 

13. It shall be cut dowy and cast into the 
fire (Matt. 7: 19). 

we 


Pamphlets on the Lesson 


UNDAY-SCHOOL teachers’ and 

superintendents will be glad to know 
of the following leaflets on the “Christian 
Church, which is the topic of the lesson 
for March 3. 

The Church the Bride of Christ. By A. F. 
Ballbach. (Reprinted from The Sunday School 
Times. 3 cents each, 30 cents a dozen, $2 a 
hundred, postpaid.) 

The Church Which Is His Bédy —Its 
Union, Its Character, Its Mission, Its Des- 
tiny. By William L. Pettingill. (12 cents each, 
$1 a dozen, $3 for fifty.) 

These leaflets may be obtained from the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1721-27 
Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia. 
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pesos, which are worth ten cents, but 
we took the collection, and when we 
counted it there were a hundred and 
twenty pesos in the collection box, and 
there were sixteen of the young men 
whom we could send out two by two. 
Some said, ‘We can give two days.’ Some 
said ‘five days,’ and the: longest was thirty 
days. They were furnished with money 
so that they could live on the journey, 
but they were not paid for the work. 
“Among them was one boy of sixteen. 
With him was sent a man of about thirty. 
They went to a_= distant village. 
Three months afterward I passed through 
this same town where these two men had’ 
preached, and I found there three families 
and ten believers who had accepted the 
Lord Jesus when these two workers vis- 
ited them. These Indians walk nine 
miles each Sunday to another village 
where there are believers, where they 
might pray and worship together, in all, 
walking eighteen miles each Sunday to 
have some one to pray with.” 


4 


Our Scripture lesson. points us to the 
way in which the Lord Jesus himself went 
about preaching and teaching. -God’s Word 
makes it very plain that Christ came to 
die for the sins of the world. But dur- 
ing the days of his ministry preceding his 
great act of redemption on the cross, he 


Ese FREE 
HALL- MACK CO 
1 MUSIC 


Easter Catalogue containing 4 services of songs and 
recitations free to any Pastor, Supt., or committee. 
This, only, is free of cost. - 

MARCH 3ist iS EASTER. SEND NOW. 
Easter Helper, No. 15. 25 cents. Book of Drills, 
Exercises and Songs for children. 

Easter Specials, No. 5. 25 cents. Four complete 
numbers in one book. 
“JESUS ONLY La 

A story of the Resurrection. A dramatic, theilling, 
interesting story Cantata. Double number. Includes 
a Song-Story. 25c¢ complete. ; 

The Gifts of Easter, 25‘cents. A pageant with 
familiar hymns, easily earned: 

Other pag etc., fully. described 

in catalogue. Send for it. ah (except Tiler and 














The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





March 10. How to Become a Christian. 
Acts 2: 37-41; 16:30, 31. 

March 17. How the Church Helps Us to 
Live the Christian Life. Heb. 10 : 19-25. 
March 24. Making Jesus: King. Matt. 21 : 1-17. 
March 31. The. Words of Jesus about Life 

Unending. John 14:1-3. (Easter.) 


Sunday, March 3 
Recruiting for Christ (Matt. 9 : 35-38) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon,—Christ’s call (Matt. 11 : 28-30). P 

Tues.—Christ recruiting (John 7 : 37, 38). 

Wed.—John recruiting (John 1 : 29-34). 

Thurs.—Paul recruiting (Acts 16 : 12-15). 

Fri.—Peter recruiting (Acts 2 : 41-47). 

Sat.—Recruiting the Gentiles (Acts 10: 
44-48). 











Where begin recruiting ? 
What inducements offer? 
What if no one recruits others? 


N CHRIST LIFE, that excellent 
‘Christian* monthly * published by Dr. 
Howard A. Banks, 201 Crafts Building, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., the Rev. L. L.. Legters, 
Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mission 
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Agency, writes of one of his visits to 
| Central America: 
| “On the first visit, the late Howard 
B. Dinwiddie and I- were with a group 
| of Indians. About seventy had come to- 
| gether from various parts of Guatemala 
to have a conference . At the close of 
| the evening I asked them, ‘How many 
of you will put yourselves in the hands 
| of the Lord Jesus, you who know him, 
| and will say, “God, I go to carry the 
| Gospel to my people” * 

“Sixty of these ‘seventy stood and said, 
‘I give myself.’ 

“Then we took up a collection. Not 
any of them were earning more than six 





) sent for examination. 


Hall-Mack Co,, 2ist & Arch Sts., Phila., Penna. 
National Music Co., 218 S. Wabash Ave., Chicags, Il 


Ghe Sunday School Gimes 


President and Publisher 
Puitie E. Howarp 


Editor and Vice-President 
CuHarLes GALLAUDET TRUMBULL . 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, arid some 
Central and South ‘American countries. 
These rates include postage. 


$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

_In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian. subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5® cents for postage. © 
Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. . 
Christian Youth «is published weekly. 
at the following rates, payable in advance; ° 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include pgstage. 
75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 


52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 


package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 
The Sunday School Times: Company 





323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


























Lesson for March 3 








The Whole Bible 
in Pictures 





YOURS 


Without the expenditure 
of a single penny from 
your church treasury .. 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 
for Complete Details 


National Pictures Service, Inc. 
Dept. F2, Provident Bank Building 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Send complete information on your equipment, sam- 
pie film slides and details of financing. 
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We ?,,. have a lantern. 














WePew Pictures, 


Use them 
in 
Sunday 


School 





TWO CENTS EACH for 25 or more. Size 532 x 8 
Send so cents for 25 on the Life of Christ 
or 25 Art Subjects or 25 for Children, 
Send 15 cents in coin or stamps for 
Catalogue of 1600 miniature iliustrations. 
The Perry Pictures Company 
Box 96 Malden, Mass. 
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As @ MEMORIAL er GIFT added tw your church organ ff 


“Liberty Graduated 
Cathedral Chimes” 
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lost no opportunity to reach men and 
women with the Good News of God’s 
love. He came to seek as well as to save 
that which was lost, and the Gospels. tell 
us how he not only preached to the mul- 
tityde, but through personal interviews 
ith such as the woman of Samaria at 
the well, the. rich young ruler, and 
Nicodemus, by night, he sought to point 
men and women to the Bread of Life and 
the Light of the World. 

Few of us, perhaps, have opportunities 
to preach the Gospel to large or even 
small groups. But God has made it pos- 
sible for each of us to‘talk to at Teast one 
person at a time. He may not have given 
each of us the same gifts of conversation, 
but #f we are willing to look to him for 
guidance and let him use such talents as 
we have, he can and will use us to win 
others for him. 


Notice where the Lord Jesus began 
his ministry. It was in his homeland: 
and in the country where he was born 
and raised. We get the notion sometimes 
that we can only serve him by going to 
some foreign field or to some difficult 
place. But if he cannot use us at home, 
how can we expect him to use us abroad? 
We are rubbing elbows every day with 
some one who needs him. How often 
do we speak to such ones about the Lord 
Jesus Christ? 


One of the greatest checks to such wit- 
nessing for Christ is our own lack of 
knowledge of him. If we have not met 
him in the quiet hour in the morning, 
through the reading of his Word and 
through prayer and meditation, how can 
we expect to know him well enough to 
introduce him to others? 


bd 


Christ is prompted by our love for him 
and reckons not the cost or the reward, 
nevertheless God’s Word tells us of defi- 
nite rewards that do come to those who 
witness for him: 

“He that winneth souls is wise” (Prov. 
II: 30), said the wise man. 

In Isaiah we read, “Blessed are ye 
that sow beside all waters” (Isa. 32: 20). 
Said the Psalmist, “They that sow in 
tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 


bringing his sheaves with him” (Psa. 
126: 5, 6). 
In James 5:20 we read, “Let him 


know, that he which converteth the sin- 
ner from the error of his way shall save 
a soul from death, and shall hide a mul- 
titude of sins.” 

The mighty Daniel knew the value of 
witnessing to Jehovah, for we read in 
Daniel 12:3, “They that be wise shall 


i. 


While our service in winning others to | 


and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness as the stars for eyer and ever.” 

Let us ask God then to use us every 
day to win some one to him, and to open 
our eyes. to any opportunities he gives 
us to speak for the Lord Jesus. 


Do I really want others to know my Sav- 
iour ? 

How many have I ever won for the Lord 
Jesus Christ ? 

Am I willing now to let him use me in 
this service? 

PHILADELPHIA, 





( For Family Worship 
q By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniferm Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Christ the Builder 


HY did our Lord choose to be a 
carpenter rather than a shepherd 
(as David’s antitype) during his incarna- 
tion? In Mark-6:3 he is called in 
rabbinical derision “the carpenter.” The 
Maker of the universe, the Arranger of 
the ages, in the days of his flesh conde- 
scended to the trade of a craftsman. One 
of his greatest structures is his Church. 
Upon the Rock of himself, he said he 
would build his “Ecclesia,” taking up the 
concept of the great governing body of 
Greece. The inspiring Spirit continued 
using the word throughout the New Tes- 
tament. “Throughout the period of 
Athenian greatness,” says the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica, “the Ecclesia was the 
sovereign power.” It was the greatest of 
honors.to be a member, and men left every 
pressing business. instantly at its sum- 
mons. Grote says, “Each man identified 
his own safety and happiness with the 
vote of the majority,” Though no close 
analogy may be drawn, our Lord says 
“my Ecclesia.” He is still building it, and 
it is his only agency, outside his Word, 
for getting his will done on earth, 
February 25. to March 3 
Mon.—Matthew 16 : 13-28. 
The Church’s One Foundation. 
The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
he is His new creation 
By water and the Word: 
From Heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 
PrayeR Succestions: Pray for the 
556 missionaries who were reported in 





shine as the brightness of the firmament; 


HE trustees had been won over. Ex- 

penses for the new church had been 
heavy, the “extras” many, and they had 
thought a bulletin board among the lux- ; 
uries that could very well wait a while. 

But the district convention had been 
held in the new building and some of 
the out-of-town delegates had missed the 
building, wandered first ingo another new 
Say near by, and had finally arrived 
ate. 

So the trustees felt that something had 


they might as well do it right. A com- 
mittee was appointed to investigate the 
cost and types of up-to-date bulletin 

rds and report at the next meeting. 
And that committee report surely opened 
their eyes. 

Boards, were found in copper and 
bronze and in sturdy oak, others of steel 
and aluminum. They were adapted for 
placement on the church building or ar- 
tistic supports were provided for, fixture 
on the lawn. Glass enclosed and elec- 
trically illuminated, they were ready to, 
give forth their messages by day or night, 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday Scheol Times. 





and in stormy weather or clear. Letter- 


Church Equipment Service 
The Church They Couldn’t Find 


to be done and that while they were at it ' 


(Concluded on page 104) ' 











ing easy to read and easy to change made | 


it possible not only to give the bare de- 


_ tails of name of church and pastor, but | 
also special announcements as well as a | 


weekly text from Scripture to guide and 
, inspire the passersby and welcome new- 
| comers, strangers, and visitors to the 
church services. The committee learned 
| that the boards had helped churches to 





The styles were found to be many and 
varied i in order to meet the needs of each 
individual. church, and the costs were 


surprisingly moderate in comparison to ! 
It did not take | 


the service rendered. 
the trustees long to decide on the imme- 
diate purchase of one of the most attrac- 
tive types. 

Perhaps your church has a problem 
that a new bulletin board might help 
solve. 


vided to give information that will help 
make the work of your church and Sun- 
, day-school more effective. 
' Church Equipment Service, The Sunday 
| School Times, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 








build up attendance as well as collections., 


It 


Is 


Obvious 


a HEN you go fish- 
Win. go where the 
fish are! When God 
opens your eyes, and you 
decide to help Jewish Mis- 
sion work—then remem- 
ber, help the Jews wheré 
the Jews are! 





They are in New York— 
2,000,000 of them, Every 
third man in New York is a 
Jew. it is the largest as- 
sembly of Jews ever gath- 
ered in one spot since the 
sun began to shine. There 
are more Jews in New York 
City than in all the rest of 
the United States put to- 
gether. 


Think this over and ask 
God, ‘What wilt Thou 
have me to do?” Then, let 
us hear from you. We'll 
welcome your help and your 
prayers. 


Our work merits your 
confidence and _ support. 
Our efforts are directed to 
the evangelizing not only 
of the 2,000,000 Jews of New 
York, but of the 3,500,000 

ews of America. Your help 
is always needed and ap- 
preciated. Our paper, 
**The Chosen People,” —con- 
sidered by many Bible stu- 
dents the most helpful 

aper on Prophecy and the 
Jews published in America, 
—is sent to all contributors. 
Regular price, 50C a year 
or 10¢ a copy. May we hear 
from you? 





_ 


American Board 


of Missions to 





The Jews, Inc. 


27 Throop Avenue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 














That Little 
Winter Vacation 


is often even more needed than 





The Church Equipment Service | 
of this periodical has been especially pro- | 


Just write the | 


the summer outing. Will you - 

let me tell you of a quiet, com- 

fortable place in Atlantic City, 

where you can really enjoy a 
winter sojourn? 


Mrs. C. M. HAY, 105 S. Montpelier 
Ave., Atlantic City, New Jersey. 




















by writing me for ‘‘just as good and 


SAVE MONEY less expensive,’ sample services 


for I have them at $3.00 per 100 requir- 
ing no memory work or rehearsals. 








GC. TULLAR, Reom 620M, 154. Nasseust.. 


New York, N.Y. 


















A post-mortem of Caruso’s throat showed a 
* superb development of his Hyo-Gloss le 


Strengthen 

pour Hyo-Glossus 
-and YOUR Voice 
will be Powerful, 
Rich,Compelling 


Yiro have a Hyo-Glossus in your throat, 





though you are not conscious of it. The 
nerve center in the brain controlling thie 
miecle fe dormant. Asa result you cannot 
isolate your Hyo-Gloseus—you cannot exer- 
cise it—you cannot strengthen it. 
Yet here lies the secret of a beautiful and 
powerful voice. 
Caruso developed his Hyo-Glossus—uncon- 
eciously—without scientific guidance. But he 
required many years to accomplish it. You 
can develop your Hyo-Glossus under the 
eclentific direction of an eminent musician- 
scientist. The resulte are certain. You will 
begin to see improvement in surprisingly 
- short time. Your overtones will be greatly 
multiplied. Your range will be increased. 
Your tones will become clear, limpid, alluring. 


The Great Discovery 


Pr ger, A.M.—tamous in the 
music centers of Europe—discovered the se- 
cret of isolating the Hyo-Gloseus muscle. He 
devoted years of his life to scientific research 
and finally perfected a system of voice train 
ing that will develop your Hyo-Glossus mus- 
cle by simple, silent exercises right in your 
own home, 

The Feuchtinger System of Voice Produc- 
tion will be a source of wonder to you. It 
arouses at -once complete confidence and 


t F hele 





and practice. 


Prof. 


good by studying this book “‘ Physical Voiee 
It may be the first step in your ca- 
reer. 





great enthusiasm. Results are certain and 
rapidly secured. It ie easy to understand 


100% Improvement Guaranteed 


Feuchtinger’s Book FREE 


You will do yourself a great and lasting 


Do not delay. Mail the coupon today. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(Concluded from page 103) | 
December as occupying 136 China Inland 
Mission stations; pray for those now re- 
turning to their stations after a temporary 
absence because of the war. 


Tues.—Acts 2 : 37-47. 

The Brotherhood of Believers. 
Having all things in common was a 
marvelous testimony to the impact of Pen- 
tecost upon Jews, to whom the holding 
of property was an evidence of the bless- 
ing of God. Attempts at such spiritual 
communism have never since succeeded. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
two thousand converts of the China In- 
land Mission, baptized during the first 
nine months of 1928, from thirteen of the 
sixteen Provinces in which the Mission 
has worked, that they may all be kept 
faithful and be used to bring others to 
Christ. 


Wed.—Acts 6:1-7. The Daily Ministration. 


Some one has said that “the Church 
gave Holy Ghost deacons, and got con- 
verted priests.” Business acumen is an 
excellent quality in a serving layman, but 
merely that qualification unseats the Holy 
Spirit from his throne of control in the 
Church; if the man himself is not spir- 
itual. Many present-day laymen of the 
Stephen and Philip type will burgeon out 
into preachers and evangelists, and help to 
bring on: the expected revival. - 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
China Inland missionaries who have re- 
turned to their station may have great 
wisdom in their relations with the of- 
ficials, many of whom adopt an attitude 
of opposition to the Word of God and de- 
vise means for hindering preaching. 


,Thurs.—Psalm_ 122. The Church at Worship. 


King Hezekiah, the singer of this 
Psalm, loved the house of God, and be- 
gan his reign by opening its doors (2 
Chron. 29 to 31). He spread Sennacherib’s 
letter before Jehovah there (Isa. 37: 14). 
His prayer and’ its answer in his sickness 
related to the house of God (2 Kings 20: 
5), and the sign he asked related to it 
(2 Kings 20:8; Isa. 38:22). May we 
all have the spirit of Hezekiah! 
Prayer Succestions: Mr. H. J. Rid- 
ley of Kihwa, Sinkiang, the very heart of 
Asia, asks for, more missionaries (there 
are but three men in the whole northern 
part of the Province, a forty-two days’ 
journey: from east to west); for a good 
hospital with two doctors, and for Chris- 
tian women to work among the women 
and girls. 
Fri.—1 Corinthians 12 : 1-11. Diversity of Gifts. 


“Gifts, that is, eminent endowments of 
individuals, in and by which the Spirit 
indwelling in them manifested himself . . . 
those either directly bestowed by the Holy 
Ghost himself, as in the case of healing, 
miracles, tongues, and prophesying, or 
previously granted them by God in their 
unconverted state, and now inspired, hal- 





building up the Church, as in the case of 
teaching and exhortation. Of all these 
gifts, faith working by love was the neces- 
sary substratuin and condition.” —Alford. 

Prayer SuGGesTions: Prav for the 
Spirit to follow up the twu months’ jour- 
ney of the Rev. William Tayior and Mr. 
A. B, Lewis to stations along the Kwang- 
sin River, China, and that refugee native 
missionaries may now be able to return. 


~ | Perfect De See tp 2 penenees chat Sat.—Acts 11 2 19-26 
» c " mprove you , 
voice 200%, ; ou are to be your @ own judge— The Church Among the Gentiles. 
take Able treining —s . This is the method some missionary 
Pa gba ATi _ FT| leaders of today would commer: (vs. 20, 


21). 





pu t=== Perfect Veice Instituteeoo === 


way to get the world e 


2 | generation. 








lowed, and potentiated, for the work of 


The indigenous church must be 
propagated by training native missionaries 
how to tell about the new birth, and the 
like, then by thrusting them forward to 
their unreached brethren, Jf is the only 
vahgelized in this 
It is wefking wonderfully 


and for those of every other mission in 
China and in the world, and that their 
number may be greatly increased. 
Sun.—Ephesians 4-: 11-16. 

Building the Body of Christ. 
In the Friday, reading Paul is talking 
about “spiritual ‘things,” but in this read- 
ing he is talking about spiritual or Spirit- 
gifted people. God gives gifts to men, 
and in turn makes a gift of these men to 
the Church, “for the complete. qualifica- 
tion of the saints for the work of service, 





(Lesson for Ma ch 3) FEBRUARY 16, 1929 


in order to the building up of the body 
of the Anointed One” (v. 12). One rea- 
son for this is that we may not be entrap- 
ped by “cunning craftiness in systematic 
deception” (v. 14). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for God to 
raise up the right successor to Mr. R. E. 
Blomdahl of the Swedish Alliance Mis- 
sion, killed by a stray shot-from a robber 
band while on a journey in North Shansi; 
pray for all traveling missionaries in 
China and elsewhere. 





Set up. 


THE FIELDS ARE WHITE UNTO THE HAR’ 


Rev. J. MACKIE NIVEN, Treas. (Dept. 


The Canadian Sunday School Mission 


Rev. J. LLOYD HUNTER, Supt., 840 Strathcona St., Winnipeg, Man. 
Interdenominational, Home Missionary,Evangelical, Fundamental. A Rural Evangelizing Agency 


WHAT DOES IT DOP Organizes and supervises Sunday-schools; distri i Gospel 
literature ; visits in the homes ; holds Gospel services ; trains the people to wouheeiie tae one sae. 
WHERE ? In any rural neighborhood in Western Canada otherwise unreached by Christian effort 
especially where denominational work is impracticable, : 
WHY NECESSARY? Because rural districts are increasin: lected * 
country produces a large percentage of our leaders in ape oes 0 Fenn. - spiceusiy. _ Soraues ee 
larger perceritage of our ministers and missionaries come from the cot: 
WHAT IS THE RESPONSE? Whole communities become interested in the study of the Bible. 
Fathers and mothers with their children accept Jesus ¢ . 
Young people offer themselves for training an 


that HE would send forth labourers into HIS harvest.” 


professions. Because an even 


hrist as Saviour and Lord. Family altars are 
Christian service. 


VEST.“ Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
Gifts for the work may be sent to 


S. S.), 184 Alexander Ave., Winnipeg, Man. 



















and he: 
finest and purest 
home will buy. 


ful kind you will like because they are made of the 
ingredients obtainable. This is an article every 


Is 


1 Raspberry Fruit Cream 
1 Day and Night 


i Orange 


Kindly enter our order for 
NAME... 


Git @ 6 02% 6.61» 6 «6 4th oe 


START NOW TO EARN 
$50.00 to $500.00 


pon Geen” orton Novia’s Chocolate Easter Eggs, the delicious 


Packed in individual bones couteising si 
colorful tin-foil paper in the following flat Six eggs, wrapped in 


1 Marshmallow 
Carton tontains 48 boxes, costing you 25c a box and selling for 35c. Your profit on 
the carton $4.80. Carrying charges prepaid. 30 days credit. 

We Do Not Accept Unsold Boxes. 


CHURCH SUPPLY COMPANY, BLOSSBURG, PA. 


BY SELLING 


Vvors : 
3 Apricot Marshmallow 
1 Maple Walnut 


Cocoanut 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 


- cartons of Novia Easter Eggs 














Make Your Vacation Bible School 
. an Assured Success with 


the newest, 


most complete, 





comp 


rehensive, time cond 





money 


saving Daily Vacation 











ERE are the results of years 
of study and investigation 
into the needs of the Vaca- 

tion Sele School. Every worth 
while introduction of recent years 
is incorporated in this course, and 
hundreds of other special features 
which are new and distinct. 


The Standard Vacation Bible 
School course has this outstand- 








erything in one book. Every lesson 
is closely related to the Bible. Au- 
thorities pronounce it the most 
complete course published. 


Send for FREE Book 


Full of information on Vacation Bible Schoo} 
activities, and detailed description of these 
mafvelous Standard courses. Send coupon 
for copy. 
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® STANDARD PUBLISHING CO., 





a 
2 _ 1922 Sunnyside Avenue, Studio 87-62, Chicago 8 : ; in Vv # Dept. Cutter Sts., - 
@ Please send me FREE Professor Feuchtinger’s 8 among South . Américan Indians, In 8 ad wise Ones all other : Gok, ane : 
a pan PS ge i se | ip hl Thave put x . ‘regions in Ind a; and elsewhere. The courses—a// book materials meCES- B Send copy of your book “The Vacation Bible ; 

ce s e subjec at interests me most. } ” . ; 
. assume no obligation whatever. a 5 | i of the. Pr PP erie "Sei merely - sary Jor the teacher are to be : Schooi* and catalogue of Standard courses :and ; 
® C2 Smging C1 Speaking) Stammering €) Weak Voice © | Anothicqiniatite for the Holy Spirit, is wit aR 
a : 8! such messengers, and the result is always found in the manual provided Sf wd Name. . el TEED Cw EES rs : 
PEMA FT eran) bie w see Scab a | that “a gat number believe.” that teacher, Music, Bible stories, 1 , : 
; : oF, NEE Pe eos Re 4 2 

Rated sree es we H Peavan aigrepeegs Pray for ie plans for Bible expressional work, & : 
' ai two thousand or more native evangelists am pies: Bet. Yt SH MSS BORG FRE -4 
RE ait Sais Sh No OY Ne ae Rare 8' and teachers in the China Inland Mission, games, handwork, patterns + T swtallitenandhiet sdseciabiibidaiwiés’ tadhdichiin aii 
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